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H E following Effay was 
begun and well nigh finiflied 
without any regular plan. An 
attempt to gain a juft idea of the 
Grecian miiiic, having led the 
Writer to compare the compafs 
of the voice in Jong, with the 
compafs of the voice in ordi- 
A 3 nary 
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tered from the Hebrew or Samd^ 
ritan, however probable the Wri- 
ter thinks it, he is far from pre* 
fuming it will appear as probable 
to others. It might poflibljr have 
flood a fairer chance for an al- 
lowance, had a more exaA deli- 
neation of what are conceived to 
have been the original forms of the 
Greek letters been given ; but a 
hint may be fufficient for thofe, 
whofe judgement is of moft 
importance in decifions of this 
kind, which require fome little 
pra(^cal ikill in drawing, or at 
leaft a habit of difcerning what 
are the principal lines of any ob- 
jed upon which its. charader de- 
pends ; 



PREFACE. V 

peiids ; and it is to be lamented, 
that thefe but feldom are accom- 
plifhments of the mod profound 
icholars. This defedt in our ge- 
neral method of Education hath 
been a fource of error, in tranf- 
cribing monuments of antient lite- 
rature; nor is the evil confined 
only to infcriptions upon brals 
and marble. 

Whether what hath been ad- 
vanced in fupport of the Divine 
Infpiration of Alphabetic Writing, 
(which by fomehath been too zeal- 
oufly afferted) fhall be thought 
conclufive, is a matter likewife 
about which the Writer is not 

follicitous. 



vi 



JP R £ F A C £. 



foUcitous, fince there is undatdbt- 
ed room for a dii verfity jof jt^r 
nion. Should Jthe tnoiie juidi/ciicws 
{asaiir his .defign, and not fin- 
tirely dif^prove -the jnaanbr ^ 
its ^xeoutkm, the atteii^pit nvi^ 
giveii4iii pleoTure ; but if athd> 
wiie, the Reader iliil may be 
indebted to his errors, ^Mid iie 
trufts it to the cenfure -of the 
Public ; fte^ue vero errajfe turpe 
efi^ efi enim initium fapientice^ Ji 
^onei ipfiquifaiUtur, at alftsnon 
falltndi*\ or, as one of our dWh 
countrymen, by whom the Chiirdh 
hath been unwittingly obliged, 

ipeaks 

♦ Seal, de Cauf. L. L; 
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^eaks iftore fully ; Even mflahn 
writers, ly putting men upon en-* 
guiries may make them fee farther 
fBaw 'themf elves ; and, by this \ 

ineafiSy both ertcreafe the number of \ 

eatable judges, and render fome cf I 

the Laarned better judges them thty 
were before %, To fuppdrt kpowft 
errors, hath either a degree of 
madnefs in it, or what is worfe ; 
and a rigid, ftiffnefs in opinion, 
however it may be by accident 
confiftent with a love of Truth, 
is always inconfiftent with the 
method of acquiring it ; as, un- 
happily, we find it is too often 

with 

% Mr. Collins, 
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with that candonr, which is due 
to thofe who differ from us. 

If any other apology is want- 
ing, it may be for feeming to 
affed a greater fhare of fkill in 
oriental learning, than the writer 
knows himfelf entitled to ; and 
digrefling fometimes into obfer- 
vations, that are flightly, if at all 
conne(5ted with his arguments 

Enough \% faid in this acknow-^ 
ledgement to obviate the frfi 
remark, with thofe whom he 
would wifh to fatisfy: for the 
ffcondy if the obfervations of their- 

felves be juft, it matters little 

upon 
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iipbn what occafions he hath in- 
troduced them, fince though to 
many they are needlefs, yet others 
poffibly may think tfieni written 
to fome purpofe. 
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PAGE 28, line jd, (hould not haYe begun a neir paragrapli; 

Page 39, note, 1. 2, for ^«/, read 5t«. 

Page 57 and 59, note, for niHlK «ad jnWlV. 

Papjc 69, i» n, for fecond and third page Sy x^tA fifth page m 

Page 7 1, fecond reference, for page z^ 3, noU^ rtiid page 5, iw/f. 

Page 78, U I, for n,readn. 

Par'-e 92 I. ^ for D, read D* 

* 

Page 94, !• 2, for D| read D. 

Page 95, reference at the bottom, for/, 5, read/. 5t 

Page 109, L 15, dele vahicb. 

Page ii4f L 2y for Scriptm^^ read Scripture^ 

Page 121, 1. 2, for noDy read noot 



J3* The Threb Plates arc to be bfcrted bctwcca 

Pagtt xroand ziit 
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PAGE 2S, line jd, (honld not hare begnir a nerr paragrapli; 

Page 39, note, 1. 2, for Sceij read 5t«. 

Page 57 and 59, note, for niHlV, read twch* 

Page 69, 1» II, iox fecond and third page SyXtTA fifth pagim 

Page 7 i,fecond reference, fox page z^ 3, »^/^, rtzdpage 5, »^/r« 

Page 78, U I, for n,readn. 

Par'e 92 K 9, for D» read d* 

Page 94, 1* 2, for D9 read &• 

Page 95, reference at the bottiom, &r/| 5, read/. 5t 

Page 109, L 15, dele vahicb. 

Page ii4t 1* 2, for Scriptm^^ read Scripture^ 

Page 121, 1. 2, for nDD> read noot 
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P9g« xnoand xiit 




OBSERVATIONS 

UPON 

ALPHABETIC WRITING. 



TH AT Writing, in the earlieft agei 
of the world,- was a delineation of 
the outlines of thofe things men 
wanted to remember, rudely graven either 
upon fhells or ftones, or marked upon the 
leaves or bark of trees j and that this ^mo* 
fk reprefentation of forms was next lUc- 
B ccedei 
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cecded hyfymbolic figures^ will generally 
be allowed : if afterwards we add to thefe 
fuch contraded reprefentations of them 
as the charaikers of the Cbinefi are faid 
to be, together with ''^ jyllaiical marks 
' which ftill continue with ^theifK neigh- 



bpurs oi y4ipan, we po^bly may com- 
r jprehiend the whole that iMunaiirunafMed 
wiiHom contributed towards the com- 
pletion of the art. But to wave the de- 
termination of this at prefenti if the 
knpwlcd|;( qf ^Iphabi^ic: wntiiig wat^not 
originally communicated by Mcfes to the 
Jfraelites at the cfelivery.of the law from 
Sinai, by whom it was imparted to the 
nft^ipfif frott^d'^omi fuch is thccoafu- 
iion of hiftoric .-f evidence upon the fub- 

jca, 

; ' 8 Or. Kempfert ttiftory of j:ipan, Vdl'. ll. 
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..:^ .l^iterasfi^per arbkror AiT^rias fuifletfaithmtny, 
Ted jklii apud\£gyptiQS ^MercHrio ut Geirius,a1ii apud 
fl^i rtjicrtas voliint; utiquc in Graeckm fntuliflfe c 
^Sbttta) Ckdmum fatecim nuilltrcs quibul Trcjano 
>ltto ^fdatnf4m ^dj^cifTc quaiuor hac i^gura e» 0r^» 
j(^.tc)ti4c;pL]^eunv^4vm^ meliciim z» H* "f* 9, 
^i^iim omnium vis in noftris recognofcitur. ArU ^ 
♦►"^'•^^ 2 ftotcles 
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Jed, that we are altogether at a \o{$ tQ fix 
even the ^sStrfd? of this aftoniihirig, if iiot 
divine, difcoveryi a difcovcry .which, 
after Pfovidence thought proper to con- 
trftdfc the term of human life within th^ 
narrow boundary of feventy years *, bor 

B 2 cam^ 

fioteles decern & 0^6 prifcas fuifTe A, B, r. A, £, Z, 
I, K, A. M, N, o, n, P, I, T, Y, ♦, et duas ab 
Epicharmo additas 0, X» quam a Falamede mavult* 
Anticlides in JEgypto invenille quendam nomine 
Menona tradit, XV annis ante Phoroneum antiquiffi- 
mum Gfaeci'se regem ^ idque monumentis adprobar^ 
r^if^ttT ; edfverfo Epigenes apttd Babylonios DCCXX 
annorutn ob(ervatione8> fyderum, cofiilibus lateral* 
lis infcriptae docet, gravis aufSlor imprimis ; qui mi« 
fiimum Senfus & Critodemm CCCCLXXX anho* 
rum ; ex quo apparec aUrnns literarum uius. NaU 
Hiji. 1. ^it. c. 56. 

Berora« Uved in the Unie of Alexander, and EpI- 
genei in that of Augufius. 

* It appears from the xcth Pfajm, (if this Pfalm 
be aicribed to its proper author) that the genera! 
term of human iife was reduced to feventy years be- 
fore the death of Mofcs'; though his o\yn life, as 
well ai that of Jofhua, wer6 lengthened out beyond ' 
it ; for Mofes lived to 120, atid Jo&ua to ii<5 }re^S': . 
and it is fubmitted to th^ ieader» whether the period 
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* 

came necejary to advance the progrcfs of 
Science, as well to enlighten and prepare 
mens minds once more for the reception 
of revealed Truths, which had been fo 
generally perverted, as in order to prevent 
fuch a perverfion of them for the future. 
Upon a fuppofitioii that letters, properly 
(b called, were not firft taught by Mofes, 
all that we are able to trace out from hif- 
tory concerning their invention, amounts 
to little more than feme few plaufible 
conjectures in what country they were 
carlieft propagated, whilft the author of 
them is entirely unknown; and thefe 
conjeSiures are fupported, rather upon our 
knowledge of what relative height the arts 
and fciences had attained in fome nations 
above others, (as it is natural to fuppofe 

they 

of this redu£lion may not probably be placed be- 
,tween chedeatLof Jofepbi and the departure of th^ 
Ifraclites from iEgypt. Jacobs when he firft ap- 
peared before Pharaoh, fpeaks of the days of the years 
of his life as few, though he was then 130 years old, 
and jofeph lived to fee Ephraim*s children of the 
third generatiun. 
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they might have been advanced by the 
iacility bf conveying oxens ideas in writ- 
ten language) than upon any credit that 
is due to the authority of the moll an- 
tient writers i^ this particular; fince 
whoever ihall take the trouble of enquir- 
ing ifxto their feveral pretenfions, will 
find the accounts they have left us to be 
not pnly different from each othei-, but," 
for the moft part, inconfiftent in their- 
fclveSi , 

The Hebrew y theSamantan, the Syriac^ 

and the Grefk Alphabets, not to mention 

any other, fcem to have had but one author, 

forafmuch as their refpeftive letters fd^ovi^ 

^ach Qtlicr in the fame * order, having the 

B 7 fame 

* It will very likely be objcfled that this is not 
really the cafe ; that the letter Y for inftance, in thm 
Greek alphabet, which ranks after T, the nineteenth 
letter, and hath the numeral. power of 400, ought, 
according to the Hebrew order of fuccciEon, ^q have 
been the ^th letter, with the numeral power of 6 
only ; and that other letters of the Greek alpha- 
bet might be brought, to oppofe what is, hjsre laidL 

down. 
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fame numeral as wdl as vocal powers, 
(for which no other fufficient caufe than 
imitation can be affi^ned) with fiich an 
agreement in the forms oi Jomd charac- 
ters, and the names of ally as to render 
it highly probable that they were but 
tranfcripts of the fame originals under 
fo many circumllances of refembknce as 

they 

down. In anAver to which it may be obfervod) that 
the fixth place in the Greek alphabet was originally 
filled up widi another chara&er, called ^«v, which 
ijad the numeral power of 6 ; and that thb chara&er 
was not merely a nui1nera),'a8 fome havt^ fupl^ofed, 
h f?kely for the following reafQiii. FJrtf . bjBcauie 
tht epithet \^^ given to fbe Greek ¥» would have 
boen not only unneceflary but trnproper, if ^^ere had 
BQt been a character appoipted for a differeiit fbund 
of the fame letter ; but this 1 think can be afcribed^ 
with no degree of probability, to any other chara^er 
than that of /9av. We ma^ argue, fecondly, from 
£he fbrm of this chare6ker (r) which differs very lit^ 
fte from that of the litbrew Vau xeverfed, 93 like- 
wife from its name^'^tbac the Gred» imeiKJed it 
fhould take the literal power of i as well iss jts numeral 
one \ and ttiis is farther confirmed by the name , and 
character, and power 6f the R&nmn F^ fwl^ich fuc- 
(^cded into the place, of diis niiioffsal^ and makes 

the 
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they appear Jo us, it 1$ indeed fcarcely 
pQjQible to doupt it, 

T ..»••. I t ' . I . ■ .' .. J , ■ . < 

..4 

It was the opinion of a late leaned 
antiquary thaf literal writing w^s invented 
by the Arata, merely from the na;^es , ,of 
the alphabetic charafterscorrpippnding 19 
the furniture of an Arabian tent, with 

B 4 the 

tHc fixth letter of the Roman alphabet. What other 
varacaoiu from the xuimeral povrera of the Hebrour 
letters occur in the Greek alphabet, will appear bere<» 
after \ axid h is fufficicot to the irgumeot^ xbaLtbefc 
aljAalicts agree thus in general. . 
* As the AUineri(fMrm% of Utters wmiiJiiidou&tf<dU 
\f denved ^t 4irft fr#m their oFcki^^^^e^iieBce in cbt 
alphabet, it is tfemarlttihle of fht A$:abu and Pitfiah 
alflhabets, (thi forilQiei<of which- confifta of aSiiiiid 
the hitter of yi letters J that ^efe ehal^dkerti- ki 
tihem, whidi correfpond wttii'lhe'ti[e^re# m cbei^ 
^wAl/ powers, Aflt do the faflde- iii their: fmmr^l e4iM» 
^Mwithftahding -die difierence of their fitOiattoiy^ii 
the feries^and'tbe t^erpofal <l/ many kcter^ :ilh<^ 
known ,te the Hebrew knguage^ which lecteu there^ 
fore have ne mtiherel powers affi^^^t6'^m at 
all. • . •■•■-'■ 

The cbara^rs of the prtfint Arahie and Perfiatn 
alphabets, i^ is true^ in bet of aHMdeca date ry^ 

■ •. m 
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• * * 

«ie animals about it ; as the ox, the ca* 
ttiel, the goad or fpit, the drinking-cupi 
the hook or ftaple upon which they 
xianged their arms, the hunting-horn, 
the adze or battle-ax, the liappet of the 
curtain or tent-door, &c. That the name^ 
of the eaftern letters were many of them 
borrowed from thefe things Is indifputa- 
ble ; and even allowing their Jbrms like- 

* wife 

%s it appears /rom this circumftance of their nume- 
ral powers, that the Hebrew alphabet was the ori- 
ginal whence ^^j^j thefe alphabets were copied ; fo it 
affords us a prefumptive argument, that it was the 
drsginal of their more antientzlphdbtiz likewife; for- 
afmuch as the numeral powera of their prefent let- 
ters, were much more likely to have been taken 
from the order of fequence in their wm alphabets, 
than from that in thcjiebntu; but if their own an- 
fient alphabets had been truly original, it is next to 
impoffible thm the order of the letters in them fhould 
have been th^ fame with the order of the Hebrew 
letters ; and we may argue e convirfiy if the order of 
the letters in the atitient Arabic andPerfian alphabets 
coincided with the order of the Hebrew, that they cer- 
tainly had all but one author. See the Second Plate, 
in which the order and powers of the Perfian and 

Arabic letters ac^jpompared with thofeof theHebrevr 
ilphabct. 
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wife to have been taken from the outlines 
of thofe objefts whofe names they bear, 
(which feems highly probable) yet ftill it 
is not difficult to conceive the tents of the 
Ifraelites in the wildernefs to have pre- 
fented the fame obje<5ls ; or if they did 
not, yet Mdfes fojourned long enough 
under the charafter of a fhepherd, whilft 
he kept the flocks of Jethro> and led a 
v^randering life in the Arabian valleys, ta 
be fufficiently acquainted with them. 
But, in truth, the mind is barely amufed 
here with an apparent fource of the in- 
vention of alphabetic writing, from what 
was nothing more than an arbitrary con- 
nedion of forms, by which to exhibit the 
elemental powers of Letters to the eye, 
dfter thofe powers were difcovered ; that 
is, nothing more than the adapting of a 
fet of charafters to the elements of fpeech 
already known ; whereas the great diffi- 
culty of the Invention confifted in ac- 
quiring 2i perfect knowledge of thefe. elements 
tbemfelves, as a Principle -, or, in other 
words, in the being {o well acquainted 

with 
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with the powers and extent of human ^^t- 
teranccy as to be able tp ai^gn a fufiicient 
number of charaders for all the variety; pf 
ibunds we want in Languagei I iay » for atl 
the founds we want^ fo far pnly as they arc 
r^cflary to conv^ our ideas with</?^^> 
for to extend them to thofe ^nt^inute diff^«, 
renccs of prcMiunciation#,to Y^hich j^a 
force and elegance of Speech * are pdnv 
Qipally owingy would be end}e& : thus^far 
we ave.certain^ and it is not lefk fo^ that 

» t •*•• «*.«« A*-.^ « ■ 

the objects from which the f^xrm^ of thq 
Hebrew letters were taken» could nevef 
haye originally fuggefted ideas of the 

founds 



» . •«. * 



* It is mod undoubtedly evident, that the force at 
well as thiB elegance, of fpeech depends much more 
upon' an eJcpfeiSve Rythmus, ariHng from a juftly 
varied compofition of related >feet^ together with the 
T^tu^ the Ewpbttftsy and the Aetenty our words and 
ientences are delivered in (which no alphabetic cha> 
rafters can point out) than upon the meaning which 
is fimply conveyed by the terms theirfeives ; and as 
IK> channfters txihaUfuer can mark the fnclfe elevation 
of Ae voice fpr all the intermediate accents required 
if. the moft common converialioA^ though its utmoft 

limits 
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foujidi affixed to them> except in fome 
very icvir inftances. If we imagine M, 
the or^ (for example) to have fuggpfted 
the found of the broad A, which is the 
voice of the aniix^s and that p and D> 
jhr a'fiimkr reafon, migi^t have fuggefted 
thofe of Qjtnd X 5 yet ftill the other e- 
lemental founds^ haying no foch natural 
relation to figure, muft at firft have been 
determined to belong to this clafs (the 
clafg of elemental founds), Aefore they 
had any arbitrary marks ailigned them j 
and it is this ^rw/^«/ difcernment of all 
the original founds, that are neceifary to 

the 

limits be confined neatly within the fyfteai of a Dfa<^ 
pente including o£laves -, fo a juft ear may diftinguifh 
a great variety of foiuids in the pronupciation of ..the 
5ve Yov^els, by attending to the continued difcoarfe 
of a good fpeaker, beyond what may be called their 
§rditmry legftimate powers ; an^ the fame is true of 
many confonants likewife* The Maforetic J^s 
admit of fourteen charadlers for as many different 
founds of the Hebrew vowels y and if we may judge 
of the Hebrew langi^agc by our own, this number 
mud bAve fallen very far fhori of the variety of their 
modificatioiis. 
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the conftru(5li6h of a'perfedl alphabet^ 
which feeihs a ftretch beyond the urjaf-* 
fifted powers of hiiman wit. Dionyfius 
of Halicarnaflus, who lived (according to 
8trabo) in the Auguftan age, whofe- ge- 
nius appears to have been as equal to aa 
enquiry of this fort ^'^ iny nlah'^sy. ac-' 
knowledges that it was not in his power! 
to afcertain what number of lettera/iyere 
neceffary to a confiplcat nlphahet. : This; 
he tells us *, had been in i^ain attempted 
before his time ; and if it continued to 
be a matter of doubt aijd obfcurky fa 
long after the invention and improvement 
of alphabetic writing by the Greeks, 
what difficulties muft have attended the 
original invention itfclf ? 

But befidcs this prefumption^ arifing 
from the nature of the fubjeft, it is highly 
probable, from feveral hiftc^ical circum- 
ilances, that epiftolic writing, as I think it 
hath been fometimes cajiled in oppofition 
to fymbolical, was utterly upknown in the 

world 

* On the Compofition of Words, kSt. XIV. 
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world to the titne of the Exodus : and 
fince we know that every letter of the He- 
brew alphabet (except D, which like the 
Grecian e was not required to its comple- 
tion, its power being only the combined 
poWers of n and n) is contained within 
the Decalogue, written upon the tables 
of ftone ; it inclines us rather to believe, 
that a knowledge of the elemental founds 
was fupernaturally imparted to Moles 
immediately after the firft defeat of the 
Amalekites*, (upon which occafion wri- 
ting is firft mentioned in the Scriptures) 
and that he invented thofe literal charac- 
ters, which were afterwards communi- 
cated to the Ifraelites at the delivery of 
the L^w, If fome learned men, partx-^ 
cularly fome of the Fathers, have been of 
opinion that the knowledge of alphabetic 
writing was either fupernaturally im- 
parted to our firft parents, or difcover«4 
very foon after the Creation by the eS^ott 
of (heir own powers j their Qpinion refts 
opoa the proofs they have produced, or 

upoji 

* Exod. xvii* 
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upon the reafons they have affigned for 
it, which the writer hath not undertaken 
to examine ; and allowing all. theie rea^^ 
fons to b^ valid, it might ftill be fo far 
loft again in barbarifin, the natural e£[tdt 
of viciousi manners, or ii::^ obfcured by 
theyW/V/ii/ Providence of God, as to ftand 
in need of a revival. Many of the arts, wc 
may believe, were carried to a high degree 
of perfeftion in the antediluvian world ; 
but we meet with no relation of an ol** 
phabetic charader bejR>re theFlood; what 
is fakl of the infcription upon pillars by 
the firft Mercury frbm Manetho, or thofe 
of Seth mentioned by Jofephus *, or the 
other at Joppa \ by Mela, being evident-^ 
ly fables too ridiculous to deferve atten^ 
tion ; nor is there any credible account 
of Aieli a chara(5ier, from the Flood to the 
arrival of tha Ifraelites at Horeb. It oxay 
be addc^*that.if letters had been known 
ia the ^^^kA of Noah before their depart 
ture fiibfill ^hinar, we mi^ reafon^My 

* • 

*:'^ ♦ Antiq. 1. i. c. 2. 

t See Purchas, b. i. ch. 7, 17. 
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have fcxpcfted to find - them kimbngft Ac 
Chihefe, who Ijoaft: an auAcnticfcries of 
rccJords from thc^days of dictr pretended 
feriipefor Fohi % and to whomthcjrwoitld 
have' been ready enough to afcribethe in- 
ventibn, had tficy known it' ^fb ' early ias 
theif neighbours r'but as the niore wefl* 
tern nations were tob long poflcffed of it 
before them, * to admit of ftick it clairii, 
ditey have ^vet affefted to defpife the art 
of ' alphabetic wfJtih|f, attdf iWry |^ilofo<- 
plScally perfift In * f ejecting the ufe of 
letters to this time; 






There are feveral neceflary occafions 

f^ the ufe of alphabetic writing, upon 

.0 which 



i ^ K ^ L 



* issi^i is fuppofed^ by many learned and judicioiu 
wrhers, to have*T)ecn ho other than the PatrTarcK 
•JWwi*, whom the overWieCrting vanity df'die^ 
kidb cjifdlled^ in the iMibbtr of thck EnifitroN. 
Tftking diit for granted, .iK Jiwft ft ^trft tJ>tt m^ 
tber Noah or his Ibnj^.iad yB|t cpiiiiwinicat|;4 the 
knowledge of an alphabetic chara6lec to thfir pofte> 
"Htyin general, at the^tiln^ of the migfation info 
CThiitas a:cirfemilaM«c^Hich Is hAfilly eotifHSk^tii 
r;hi^ having any knowledge of ithimfelf. 
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■( 



which it is improbable to imagine i( 
would often have been omitted, after 
it was generally known ; and fuppo- 
fing it to have been known before the 
days of Mofes, confidering how exadt 
and circumilantial a relation of antient 
ufages and manners the Sacred Hiftory 
affords us^ it is as unlikely to conceiv^ 
the application of it^ in all thefe cafes^ 
would have been entirely pafTed over un- 
noticed (without fo much as being once 
ipoken of) in any hiftorical tranfaftion^ 
from the time of its difcovery to the age 
in which he lived. 

The firft employn^cnt of letters, fup>« 
pofing they were of human invention, 
we may reafonably prefume to have been 
in the fervice of the paffions j that is, in 
the conveyance of our tender fentiments^ 
which no fymbols can exprefs with half 
the force and delicacy of a written lan- 
guage, Bufinefs of any fort could have 
been but ill tranfaded without it at a 
diftance, and its peculiar ufe io traffic 

I .needs 
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needs not fa be ihfiftfed ojij yet thiis we 
know waa lai^ely carried on fey the^ Mir 
dianites, and thkt there was a ftsmdard;^ 
either 6f purity ot weight, t^ea ift'tke 
days t^f Abraham ♦/fo'^itver curnmfie)^ 
iJb/ntefdIkhtl Other rtgpeff«yOfei of «h 
alphabetic cljarafter were in order Jb>.pki>- 
petuate, with more prccifion, the remem- 
brance of certain circumflahces or ac- 
tions, which were proper to be conveyed 
to ftft€r-age$ i for fpecifying conditions of 
covenant^ ' for the conveyance of pro- 
perty ; or for afcertaining the paftioflaifs 
of teftamentary difpofitions : and in each 
pf tjjefe cafe§ the uniform filence of the 
Scriptures to a certain per^pd, conccnj- 
ihg this kind of writing, thcAigh It doth 
not amourit to a]} abfolute proof, ya^ ren- 
ders it lii^ly probable that it was Qot 
known^tiU tha* vfery time. Add, more- 
over, di*t the revelations of God to tile 
Patriarchs, of. whatever importance to 
Religion, were ^notrjonjained to be rc^ 

C cordc4 

.7 .■' -• * Gen. xxiii\ i% 



jcordfed till the givJRg of th4 L»vf i whci^ 
4s[* after the d^litwyof Ar Lawj. they 
.irw*ein gcner^J ^t^^iph/wr^tmi fir 

ibme p^^ttl^c cfties, «6 thejr occur in 
r&^tore, ifl fi:^9fort tf vrl^ htth )>An 
-fldvainccd. 

* ■ 

Wli^i Abn^am^ tJommiiS^nfd: bis 
ificvard to go to his own ooualafy# to teke 
a mfe for hi^ ion IfaaCji Jie f aye jbtin ao 
literal jteftimoittdi t)f tredetit^da^ «i ap- 
pdEtrs from ali the dixx:utt]ibiitC8;of £lei^ 
iker's cbnferonce.^r^ thft 



t_r„ _ i»1_ 



«Utilri«:». 



' % * mm « « 4 ^ 



si h lV^?heft Rcbefiwa ^ <eht lawajr - fecr fil- 
Youcitc jEba into a ilrangc biidi;:ittd Hte^ 
:tnd writbiLg' bt^iLiiaSeniliar wi^il^al: age» ^ 
may rrcfefoAably dfiipp^e ie would / baVc 
idrried {bine written account from i6^» 
oof the reafimi for fab idepantive from ills 
-£athet*s di(tafet accompanied wiitib the 
s fv*:.. warmeft 

* Gen. xaRv.- f' Gen, xxviii. 7* 
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warmeft recommendation of him to the 
i|g^(fUc» pC \m kotij^n wfeerca? he 
^iglx% h^ native eoMRtyy, and tnifts jSpj a 
iieceptioo amoogft idolaters (or infidcJs 
at leaiftt. lyitb r^ipeS: to the dodhune ai 
fodemption) to ^e credit of a fimple 
narrative. It pleafcd God, indeed, to 
appear to him by the way^ to fiippprt 
hi& lii^d uqder the diftrefles he was Uker 
ly (Q ei^cpimt^, and tQ reward his faiths 
)but thi6 was not to be eocpeSted; and had 
any letters been comnriitted to him, con- 
fideriog bow wnute the Hiftorian ip i^ 

rdating his CQnverfation with the £siep»- 
herds, and the particulars of his meet^ 
log Ra^heJ and her father, we can hard- 
jy iUppofe fp natural a circumilancp 
would not have been recorded ^# 

C a Up;. 

# .}% may |iot fie unifs. ta obferve here, that the 
€hara^£Ur of Rebecca feems to have been cotDmonl/ 
wflialMttii She is ufuaUy ivcptcefentefl, a^ governid 
hyacmel f^artialUyio favout of h€r youog«r fiiB, 
to the prejudice of the eUfi|[; ,but M we coAfidcr 

what 
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» 

Upwards of twenty years at leaft had 
clapfed, from the time of Jofeph's being 
fold into iEgypt, to the arrival of his 
brethren in that country, without any re- 

lation 

what was revealed to her at die time of their birth 
(Gen. XXV. 23.}; that Efau ftill inhei-ited his father's 
'fubftance, notwithftanding the privation of his blef- 
•fing; and that Jacob was wittingly eirpofed, by her 
advice, to poverty and banilbment ; we may oafily 
conceive her to have been a^iuated by a higher prin- 
ciple than blind parental fondnefs ; as receding Efau 
for his t)rophaneners in d^fpifing the Priefthood, and 
-marrying into a devoted family, the family of Ca* 
naan^ both which actions evidently proceeded ffpm 
a want of faith 5 and he muft be confldered as re- 
nouncing, by thefe a£ts, the expe£tation of the pro- 
mifes made to Abraham and to his Father. We are 
told in th^ laft verfe. of the xxvith chapter of Ge- 
nefis, that Efau's marriages were bitternefs offpirit 
•both to Ifaac and to Rebecca ; and the laft verfe of 
the xxviith chapter concludes with her pathetic la- 
r mentation of the ruin of their hopes, l|iould Jacob 
* follow the example of his brother ; And Ribiua Jaid 
vnU Ifaacy My lifi is dilireffid from the faces rf the 
•daughters of Hith. Should Jzcob take a wife rf the 
daughters of Heth^ fuch as be thefe (naqiel)r, the 

wives 
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• • 

ktion of his circumftances being tranf- 
mitted to his father ; which is not eafily 
rcconcikable with the opinion, that lite- 
ral writing was then known ; ^or indeed 
can we well fuppofe, had this been thc- 

C 3 cafe, 

wives of Efau, whom I difclaim as my daughters) tbi 
daughters of the landy what good will fny life d^ 
me ? or^ as the words ot«r^ ^h t\x^ may be ti-anilated 
literally, Ad quid mibi viventes ? that is, What blef* 
fing can I expeA iti the lives of my children, who 
Vi'iXhiith have forfeited their title to the promifes of 
God ? In this! light, Rebecca^s conduct appears to 
have been the effeft of fietyy inftead of prejwRce %. 
and her fuperior afFe^on for one fon, to have been 
owing to the profligate infidelity of the other. She 
W^ well acquainted with the will of God concern- 
ing them both i the Patriarchs ^trt hot exempted 
from the weaknefs incident to age ; £be khew her 
hufband's partiality ; and though her conduct might 
in fome refpefls be wrong, in taking confequences 
to hferfelf, by the praftice of deceit; upon the whole, 
it was but prudent, by every method poffible, with* 
out the ftaining of her confcience, to prevent an old 
man, in his dotage, from attempting to defeat the 
defignations of Providence. Accordingly we find, 
that Ifaac did at laft perceive the impropriety of his 
behaviour, and difmifTed his younger fon with the 
^effing of Abraham, 



c^^ they ^^\6iii:^ mpnAtiiiky l^ve hi^ 
^e^i'^ed n difcc^ery of their wi€kedndt« 
hj jfpirihg fais life : tvA wheh lie ient 
Ikj&S^ all his brethren^ except Simeon^ 
twi heat of nb Writtc^i nrortibrki of the 
%&!tm upon which he was to be fet at 
liberty ; but they told their father what 
^t man, thfe Lbird of th6 cbutitty, Had 
Jaidi arid infifted on, 

' A Mrtt ^afe ettrtfeeittfed tb G&J, flJJ»i| 
ttie fpot where he mahiifeftcd himfelf to 
Jacob i the memory of" ll^chel s burial- 
pkiire Ivas perpetuated by fettifi]^ tip a 
J)lftar j iti ieithfer tdfc tvb »ead t)f any 
ihrcriptiori* Signets, iiideecJ, we fehbw 
were in: ufe during the Wv^pi the Pa* 
tfiarch«> for Judah pledged his fightt to 
iTamal-, and Phiaf acA JJiil i Klg^^t upbh 
ihe hand ftif Jofeph | but whit was the 
ji^^ttre of their devices is altogether un- 
tcrtaih. It fe furely ihcondhifive to ar- 
g\it fronfi tht defbription q(f the drefs of 
|hc High-Prieji, as it is ^iven us in t}^e 

'|wentjr«* 
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twenty->-cighd» dbapter of the book .of 
£i!odair^' \i?here engraving upon £gi\ct0 is 
diudbd to> fifter the £a£covcry o£ alphas 
betic \mting;; tiiat fignets hdA ^titkral 
hJtfifitim^Mp^i^^^ upwards tf tW9 

h^dredy^ari befims^ j efpccially ^ ncH 
tiding: )q(iore> can be cdik&ed from the 
i^ord« kiade ufe of upon tlids occafion 
bj^ A^&s» than iHaaS^ xutting rpreciooa 
iboMs^ and fe6ting<th«)t^ &>r the pu^o&i 
of ^ %iialure» M^^ AFisf "todil knoii^a &(&■ 
fofe the timt 4>f ,^ Exodus, without 
deteritiining what ^dci^ of en^ravkig 

•: • ♦ \ » . ^ ; \ V ■ \ . « • 

Widiciei|ii£^JtD:cDve&»tts :. Thecoma 
ibants between Abraham and Abimelech * 
were ratified in the acceptance of oxen 
^d Iheeti bjr the <ktter, -and by a «&iitiSal 
oathijeWUnout' ahym^ being ,maa6' 

of a wx/tjtqn^4ne|n^ be^tweea 

JiftK^oh : jftodiLftbaa rf* .i^as . ratified by Cjc4^ 
lefiang /tt -heap of ftbnesi upon which 

C 4 thcf 



> -^1 



>4 j^^j J 



*^Gen. xxi. ^3, xxvi, 28 — 31. f G^*** '^^^ 



Ihcy.' jp^ook of 11 coAimon* entertain^ 
meflt^TSind ered?4 a pilfhir ; and alter this 
thd'^^grbement itas conclude4 t;^th air 
bathi Ahd Labun^^id itt> Jacdbf.BtboJd 
thii Itapi and'behdd^thkcpiUari'miicb L 
bfMe iaji between me and ihet : . Tifiw, het^. 
ii-Hvitiiifs^ and Th's piilar bv witnefiit&ati 
i-<w$ilndt pafsi\cver tits heap io tAee^ and 
thai th^palt not p/ifs over this -ieaf. and 
t£iL;ipUbfr to me 9 for barm: 7'be Qod.^Qf 
A&rakiim^ kndibeGodofNabffr^tjke^Gidof 
tFrtEiR FATHEiii judgelbetwxt mil And 
^fsKob fwdre by tbl fodr: of Akjntbet 
l8AAC> andj^ared'fa^mjkt tobimiupm tba 
mounts and called bis bretbt^ to eat 
bread *i but tveixave not the kaft hint 

'■■■ . ■ ' ■■.'.';:.-' of 






* tk 4ouid ftem ftom hencCy that cstipg upon the 
hetp of ftones was in conformity. t6 a mere civil 
i\tt% which had x^ow ^rpwn into general eftablifh- 
^ent at the concluding of a trea^, ' and thai Labail 
did nbt partake of this ildi^otfl ihteitaiilttient after* 
^ards. Th^re it a j^f^rnarjc^ble diSern^e yi the oathi 
here recorded,^ which ih^ws the zeal of Laban in 
fiipport of the old famfly-woribip, and as fieady a 

di^ 
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bf any engraved memorial upon the pil-^ 
lar that wks ereflEedj not even a fymbo-i 
lie one 5 or of aiiy written terms of at-* 
greemeht^ upon a ftone or a ihell/ deli-^ 
vered :or- received by either of the'co»-\. 
tcaSiiig' parties* ^ ^ 



1 •■» '"V »» • c 






' t . » *i ■ \ .J t ■^\ ■ ^ \ 



determmation In Jac9f> to aabere to the faith of his 
fkchei* ifaic; for Jac61> calls the Gdid of^ Abiihaiii • 
^ lia #ttnef8 ; whereas Laban i^ad jdihed^'the G^ 
<>f l^J^JloViliii his iiiv«»ti6fi, witb.*f Qi>4>rAi^ 
brahimt'particuIariaBaiig.whoiB he meantL. hy ciUing 
him likewife^ie God of their father Terao} intixnat* 
ni^ty tliisf that h6 ^as det^ri^iAie^d hot Wi^tt ^rom 
tbesi tttigloa of • tlieii! ^oAMion ineeftdr^ ' lipliditi B^ 
ium)s,'^t)i6tt|t any jmi^Hon of Ae^Qod of. ffda^ 

as a, fcb^ikp^fcf his («ik:i^rla)(*f'« P^^^Wg:}^ *t® '^ 
fe£tipn which was begun hy Abraham^ 
- iTi^charaftfcV of^Eabiii,ftomilisbehaWrfttf*in tte 
iharriage '^t Leah^ ind ia^lMiging (he-wages -of Jacdl^ 
fo many times, appears to hayeillMen .^t-c^ iV felfiflii 
uxijuft man ; but tbh pafTage ihews, that the reli- 
gious difference between the family Of Nabar and that 
cf^brdkiM had imbittered the fpirits of flie former; 
and • that therefore, bs^ jMt^ writing, b^f i^ known 
in the days of Ifaac, :IU.bepcar|!irould cc^taiAly.not 
have failed to make ufe of it, to foften the rugged 
ttoiqper of her brother^ for the more benevolent v^ 
caption of her fon, , . _ ^ 
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.. WhOn Abrdbam |)tvrcha£ed the field of 
Macbpclah *^ we fead^ of no : written 
coMcyihcbi He t^^d iunt^^ E^6rm tie. 
fmtjbt/Airid fi>d:jels yf.JUver^ anditbiyfidd 
of Epbron which was in Mdcbpek^' tteafi 
Miwhfe J the fields and the cave that was 
tberein, . and all the, trees that were in the 
jUUrJpdt^'iiotri m.'att )h^ borders rwf^, 

MkuUfwrfmtdf^A WJ^Abruktrnfitrss.. 

fbffeffittiy' ^ the iprt^fct^f the 'tbUdtm df 
mtb; jS0^'W fm;'aim{rtat'^btgim. 

wiito'Jdte«b jputpchajfed the r^hi- of. ^pffJM^ 

no writfien: memorial 'between, them* hut 
the oQQtcsM^ was inA4P): Aod coaficotedt 

I.I .(!..;■. - ■" -■ iii.i !• . ■ ; I!' ' • ' ' ■■ 

. T«(bintatfln^ireqiie^> : .fajeioie :«h« £^* 
ttdos) ^ci fiiM '«{^if))^ ^fiay be attributed 



P thdfc' xff thftTtWHihs) were certainly 
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iady nxmcup^tory } Bixd it ftems cxtttmtlf 
probibk) ^om tbe pArtieoior coadtid of 
Abraham and Jacob, in the twenty-fourth 
arid fbrfy^fcvcnth chajrtera e^f ^e^JOok 
of Qendist that .^fon3 injCrttfted ^itibi 
die i^ecuticm t>f lixem vrere hiMfd hj ia 
particalar oa!d^> the penalty <»f 'wUck (ad 
may be coi^e€tdred fboin^e m&nner oS 
its lieing^ adft^ioiftered) "flraa, drfiier ^ ;Mm^ 
|«hil dfs»& tipiDn "ditif otvA ptiftbHti^ ^ 
tft «j(dafkai fteni ^ b€fnftfit» «f nh* 
pfOfnifetl ibdi::(iii whom all ih« Jbnilfiil 
of the etti^ w^rfe td be bkdftd) if tlx^ 

failed to perform the wiU of th^ de«» 
eeaOfed. This was dung dl that ^Miti^ be 
ixm^ k this t^ «& &^\y tht de^da»g^ 
of writings ih particular, wM'rc^a: td 
the defire -of J^i^f^h ^ ftt i&;> deiiith^ that 
the deibeidants of hh brethren wouUi 
carry up his bohes from M^pu v^rheft 
God 2h6uld Wit tkem> to bdng (h^m 
into thfc lahd which he fmtt uiito their 
fathers tti give ik^m^ liad'wHtuig theil 

f pen. chap* If 
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been known, wc cannot fuppofe it would 
have been on(utted:upon tins occafion. 

r • 

The rtientofy 6f fuch a requeft might 
be forgotten; 'long before the period of 
their deliverance arrived, without fome 
6x)t methorial f. and the: oath of an an<i^ 
4oftor, long^ . buried in ; his grave, per^ 
hap^ might not be thought to bind 
lbs phildften, tp the ohforyance of what 
V[i» liable tO:]b^ mifreprei^ntcd by tmdi^ 
tiQtiir.howfevit the penalty of the oath 
vij^tic^vitkem in its origbal teilDr^.j 

t ' . I ■ * • •^ 

cdliliat wc? xrifect with .no wriftea tcfta^ 
roeatary dUpofitions in the Scripture, of* 
(^ the invention of letters^ may. be 
thpu^t to invalidate the argument, from 
their being only nilncupatory before it j 
but this is to be afcribcd to the peculiar 
fpirit of thp Mofaic law, which left very 
little difcretionary power, . in thefe mat- 
tecs, to the determination of private 
|ier£bns. The firft-born fon was to in- 

j' herlt 
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herk the family-eftate, with a double 
portion of his father's goods ; and the 
remainder was to be equally divided a^ 
mongft the younger children. If a maa 
had only daughters *, they were to in- 
herit equally ; the perfons with whom 
they were to marry, were determined by 
law ; eftatcs were unalienable, {o long 
as any one of the family was living } and 
as to ^he difpofal of men's bodies after 
^ath, it was a gcnecal cuftom for them 
to be buried with their fathers, and a 
defire to be Interred in any other place 
would have been thought prepofterous 
and unnatural : but thefe are all, or at 
leaft the cAief ends for which teftaments 
are neceflary^ 

Other inftances might perfiaps be pro- 
duced, of circumftances recorded, and 
covenants ratified, before the promulga- 
tion of the Law by Mofes, without the 
mention of alphabetic writing ; and fince 

i the 

* Numb, xxvii.i— 12, and aaxvi. i— 10. 
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the Scri|ititf$9 ^r? filmt upop tHi$ ppiefl 
ud j^(99 with memorial fangs ^^^ jthf 
<xiginal mwioer of btftoripal conineyr 
ance eikI iritftruAion^ it ijs no unreiaibcuir 
hlc conjfi;^^^, rfiat betters were wjt puhr 
iiflied till the whol^ alphabet W(i& given 
f o the Ifraelites^ with the HecalQ^ue^ from 

piouni Sinai^ 

« 

How long they were coofioed princir 

paify to the affairs of religion^ is uncerr 

taifi I they made hut little popAilar proi* 

gref^ dttcing the time of the Judges/die 

turbulence of that period prev^iting an 

ttttention to any things . beyond the ne^ 

ceHary employments of life, to the ge«- 

nerality of the people. An attachinem: 

to ancient cuftoms * operated ftrongly 

the fenxe way j and it was not, probably, 

tiil ]the eftabli(hment of the kingdom 

uodcr David, that letters were in gencf 

nl uppKied to tahe purpofes of domeftic 

coQcemment, as well as to religion and 

of flate. 

But 

* Ruth iv. 7# 
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pat granting that ^ the ifrodltM ^ere 
-not; acquainted with alphabetic v^liting^ 
at ' the: time o£ their gaif$g do»u to 
liEgfpt^ yet^ fiocett appears to lia^ been 
.ki£o«^ to them goring th^« ^ab^ 4i 
llie^ ii^demeft/ ibon after ^ fe?0o^» 
•ti^^ma^r &iU be thought (whii^h^ h die 
mdd preinaiiing vDpiJHon) to haw tearned 
it of their mail^ra the ^gyp6a]>s>; <Hr at 
'le^ ihat it was oi^ ^f 'thofi ar4« v(4kh 
Jifo/^x^ who wag billed ia all tlie wifdom 
-dif s^gypt> had .ac^ired in that-ceuntty. 
-It hath been already obfervcd, that let- 
ters were moft probably unknown there in 
tlie.age of JpHeph, ^tibut two hundredyears 

tl^f^re the bjjjfe of, MotfcSi their ip,ve»- 
ctioitriby 1kaut,Lthe:£r£b.HQrmes^, mufft 
• ^cjoifrfbjtaetttly be a ^feftion'; for that fuch 

an art, oncfe known^ ihould^'be entirely 
. Jjoft, Jvfith ii.peqpje nat j^^ulply dqgftT 

aeatfed imo a:&v0@^ilife^.unle&.obfcurcd 

by CHtiifctifterpofition, is harcfiy to be 
'i^ayfiodV^but lK^ 
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in the chronological hlftory of tbp 
^gyptian8, not to mention other argu- 
mtnts, fufficicntly 1 confute their prc- 

c tcnees to the carlieft; ufc : of it, as thcfe 
evince it to have been unknown in 

.^gypt long after the giving of theXaw. 
Such abfurdities WQuld naturally follow, 
frorji the vague interpretation of which 
l^eir. records, in fymbolic charafters*, 
were capable ; but could not furely have 
been pafled fo long .upon the credulity q£ 
the world without detection, or haply 
hayc deceived thi^felves, ha4 Xti^^lt pufa^ 
. lip 

P We learn from (forapollo, that the hawk iigqi- 
fied. In hieroglyphic writing, either God, fublimi- 
ty, excellence, humility, the wind, blood, victory, 
Mait, Venus, or the foul s and that if they meant to 
expfefs a facred fcribe, a proghet, an underts^r, t)ic 
fpleen, fm^Hing, laughter, fnee^ing, s^n officer, pf a 
judg^, the fyiphol of all thefe was a <iog, for reafops 
many of which appear at ridiculous as the mean* 
' ing wis uncertain. The fcadtr may fee a fttflkiiSnt 
nundber of examples in the two booka of this Au- 
thor^ to convince him bow 'prccafio^s a]! hjllpfi^ 
evidence mnft have been, which nf as handed down \\ 
fixch a maimer. 
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lie afts been regiftered with the precifioa 
of alphabetic writing. To this it may. 
be added likewife, that the wifdom 
brought ftom -^gypt by the antient 
Greeks, was confefTedly written either in 
their natural or fymbolical hieroglyphics, 
of which many precepts of Pythagoras 
are fuppofed to be, if we may fo exprefs 
it, a literal tranflation * : but Pythagoras 
and Herodotus -f- were amongft the firft 

D wliQ 

♦ See Plutarch's Rom. Queft, fe<^. 112, and Ifii 
:ind Ofyris, at the beginning, 

t What this flowing Father of Romance aflerts in 
his fecond book, concerning the pillars of SefoAris, 
will undoubtedly \)c objeded ; but thefe relations are 
of no more weight than thofe of his followers Mane« 
tho and Jofephus, mentioned above. In reality his 
evidence, unfupported by better authority, or by the 
nature of the fubjed itfelf, is altogether unworthy of 
belief; nor would it ever have been attended to, in a 
doubtful matter of importance, if the fweetnefs of hi«, 
language, and a vener«>tion for antiquity, had not pre- 
judiced the judgment of the learned. To tranflate fuch 
a hiftory, with the utmoft faitkfulnefsy would efFedtu- 
ally discredit ir, notwithilanding his applaufe^ at 

Olympus ; 
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who availed themfelves of the ^Egyptian 
learning and difcoveries, more than a 

thou- 

Olympus; and Plutarch, who hath written a fingle 
cflay to expofe his malice, might have filled a volume 
with remarks on his credulity. 

Upon the fuppofition that he aftually faw fome an- 
tient monuments, which were certainly eredled by Se- 
foftris, and that the facred character of -^gypt was 
properly a literal charaSJer^ it is far from being clear 
that the age of Sefoftrls was fo high as that of Mofes, 
by many centuries ; but from the only infcription be 
hath given us, which was cut between the fhoulders 
of a ftatue or of a figure, carved in bafs relief, upon 
the road between Ephefus and Phocaca, allowing the 
infcription to have been coeval with this monument, 
it does not appear that he could more than guefs at the 
perfon for whom it was intended. The Syriac in-f 
fcriptions of Semiramis, upon Mount Bagiftan, are 
yet more vainly urged from Diodorus, [B. 2.] to prove 
die earHer antiquity of an alphabetic charafter ; fince 
the related hSk^ that there were any infcriptions at all, 
is far from being certain ; and it is well known, that 
many Queens of Aflyria were diftinguifhed by the 
name of Semiramis, 

Ut qui regnavit fine nomine, mox SefooHris. 

AUSONIUS. 

And the columns of Cfyris have as airy a founda- 
tion. 
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. thoufand years after the Exodus : and as 
it doth not appear that ^gypt was pof- 
fefled of letters at the time of their tra- 
velling into that country, we may almoft 
certainly conclude, that however the 
Egyptians : might be before their neigh- 
bours in grandeur and policy, they were 
later than the Greeks, whom they de- 
Ipifed, in the knowledge of literal wri- 
ting ; or, what is really difgraceful, were 
backward in improving the advantages of 
an art, without which even the pyra- 
mids are but vain and inlignificant me- 
morials. 

With refpeft to the opinion, that let- 
ters were invented by the Arabs, before the 
time of Mofes ; confidering the rude- 
nefs of their life and manners, and that 
iEgypt * was much farther advanced in 

D 2 the 

* It is the opinion of Sir Ifaac Newton, that let- 
ters did not begin to be in ufe in Egypt till after the 
flight of the Edomites from David, about which time 
Cadmus brought them into Europe; and that there is 

no 
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the improvement of the arts, than any 
other country at this early period, where 
piSiure-writing efpecially was encouraged 
and improved, perhaps, as much as it 
was capable of improvement ; confider- 
ihg withal the firmnefs and ftability of 
the ^Egyptian government^ which left 
particular perfons more at liberty to cul- 
tivate their * genius, than a wandering 

uncer- 

. no inftance of charaftcrs for writing down founds 
. '\\ being in ufe, before the days of this monarch, among 

; any other nation befides the pofterity of Abraham^ 
though he fuppofes letters to have been in the Abra- 
hamic family before the age of Mofes. But had al* 
phabetic writing been originally invented by th^ 
Arabs, we (hould probably have found their favourite 
animal the Horfe, in the number of the primitive 
chara<5^ers ; whereas, upon a fuppofition of their be- 
ing invented by Mofes at the Exodus, it was not like- 
ly to be inferted, as the Ifraelites at this time had no 
cavalry amongft them. 

* There fecms to have been a ftrange fatality at- 
tending the ^Egyptian learning. The ^Egyptians, 
doubtlefs, carried fome of the arts and fciences, anci 
efpecially f Geometry, to an aftonifhing height, from 

their 

^ Diod. B. I. 
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uncertain ftate of almoft favage life j, we 
may conclude, without prefumption, that 
if the Egyptians were not inventors of the 
alphabet, as they moft probably were not, 

D 3 it 

their beginnings very early ; haftening with rapidity to 
a certain point, at which they flopped, without getting 
one ftep farther : and this, unlefs we fuppofe it to have 
been owing in fome meafure to the want of alpha- 
betic writing, appears to have been the uttnoft boun- 
dary of their underftanding. They juft came fhort of 
the knowledge of letters, as they did of Painting, 
Statuary, and Architedture ; of which they boaftec), 
notwithllanding, the difcovery and p^rfeftion j and 
claimed a fuperiority over other nations upon that ac- 
count, which was too readily aUo;yed them. la 
truth, they fo much refembled what the Chitiefe now 
are, and always have been, (fo far as we can trace 
their manners) in almoft every particular, as well as 
pride and idolatry, as renders it highly probable tliey 
were defcended from one common ftock ; or, other- 
wife, that both thefc people have laboured under a - 
fimilar kind of judicial blindnefs. In a qualified fenfc, 
the likenefs might be urged as a ftriking ^A-^rn^/^ of 
the favourite opinion that prevailed in antient iEgypt, 
the doftrine of tranfmigration, which, we are told, < 

jcontinues to be a favourite do£J:riije in China to • 

this very time. It is well known, that vanity and ; 

pride are amongft the chief motives of the Chlnefe, 

for 
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it mufl be afcribcd with mugh lefs like- 
lihood to the invention of the ruder 
Arabs. 

Hunt- 

for rej (Sing the advantages of alphabetic writing* 
which they have been fo long acquainted with : how 
far the fame narrow turn of mind prevented the an- 
[ tientiEgyptians from receiving it, muft be left to the 

i opinion of the reader. It is Itrange, if thefe availed 

themfelves of letters, even fo early as the reign of 
Solomon, according to the opinion of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton, that we fhould have no certain knowledge of 
their forms, by j^ny memorials infcribed upon their 
buildings or obelifks ; whereas we only meet with 
now and then a deta. hcd fcrawl, refembling the Gre- 
cian Alpha or Tau, which were probably made ufe of 
merely as hieroglyphics : and the only letters, pro- 
perly fo called, we can affirm to have been ufed as 
letters in iEgypt, are the Coptic. Thefe undoubtedly 
were borrowed from the Greeks, but not til! after the 
entire fubverfion of their sntient government. Nam 
poj} Gracorum vidiorias (faith Bifliop Walton *) Pio- 
Umaum linguam^ cum Uteris Gracis^ in Mgyptum intu- 
llj/i nemo duhitare poteft^ qui Hires Coptos Gr^cis vocabu- ' 
Us refertos legerity vcl ipforum alphabet urn cum Graco con- 
tulerit. And if the number of ^Egyptian letters was 
only twenty-five in the age pf Plutarch, which h^ 
affirms in Tfis ^nd Ofyris, we may probably conclude 

that 

• Prclfgoix). 11. p. 7. 
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Hunting and war have ewr been the 
chief employments of this wild race of 

D 4 men, 

that, except the letter So, which occupies the place 
of i3at/, the other redundant letters, Scei, Fei, Chei, 
Hori, Giangia, Scima, and Dei, arc but of a modern 
date. See Plate II. — Monifaucon indeed, in his fe- 
cond volume of Antlquiiy E^phinedy Plate 46, hath 
given us an ^Egyptian infcripticn in fmall ^hara£tcrs, 
very different either from their cuftomary contradl'^d 
hieroglyphics, or the Coptic letters f ; biit he only 
calls it indeterminately old, without eftablifhing its 
antiquity, or telling us from whence he had it. An 
exavSt copy of this infcription is added in the Third 
Plate, as it is much to be wifhed its aera could be af- 
certained ; and it is hoped the learned in dccypher- 
ing may be induced to try it by the principles of their 
art, that we may know at leaft in what clafs we ought 
to rank its characters, whether that of the literal, 
fyllabical, or hieroglyphic writing. Many of the 
charaders fomewhat refemble thofe of the old Etruf- 
can letters, as <?, <?, /, 0, f, Vj /, «, r, yj and /, with 
fome others of a I^ter form. Hqw far this circiim« 
llance may favour the opinion of the learned Kir- 
clv.r, concerning the original tradu<3ion of letters 
{: r.\ ."^zy^t into Greece, muft depend upon wha,t 
fMr.ll r.ppear to be the age of the infcription. 

I Ccimprc Xo. I. Pl^tc 44, of the fame Volumo. 
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men, who were remarkable for defpifing 
the advantages and arts of civil fociety % 
neither planting, nor building, nor car-* 
rying on any traffic, except the accidental 
bartering of their fpoils, and difpofing 
of their flaves to the Midia'nites, who 
fold them again into iEgypt. Nor could 
writing either be miich wanted or ef- 
teemed by a people ivhofe hand was againjl 
every marij and every mans hand againfi 
them 'y and v/ho, in general *, to this 
day, are utter ftrangers to the refined 
pleafiifes of friendftiip, or to any kind of 
tender domeftic endearments* 

The sera, then, of the invention of let- 
ters, properly fo called, being that of 
the Ifraelites deliverance from bondage ; 
we are no longer at a lofs who the fccre- 
tary of an -/Egyptian King was, to whon> 
the Greek writers in general fo juftly af- 

cribe 

* Dr. Shaw's Account of the Bedowcen Arabs, 
p. 2;^^4. Bilker's Rsfieclions on Learning, eh. xvii, 
p. 255. 



y 
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tribe it ; fince we know that Mofes, as 
the adopted fon of Pharaoh's daughter^ 
and intended to fucceed her father ih 
the kingdom, may be fuppofed of courfe 
admitted to the Icnowledge of ftate-af- 
fairs, and might probably have had the 
chief adminiftration of civil government^ 
under Pharaoh, in all things. But as the 
difficulty of determining all the powers 
of utterance to which a moft exadt and 
critical analyjis of the human voice was 
neceflary, and the completion of the art 
of literal writing, almoft at once, feem 
to evince that it was not difcovered by 
the unafiifled efforts of his own mind ; 
we may not unreafonably prefume it was 
fuggefted to him, at the inftant, by the 
divine wifdom, for the immediate ufe of 
God's peculiar people ; or, in other 
words, that the elements * of language 

(the 

* By the eUmer.tz of language are here meant the 
very beginnings of every fimple unarticulated found 
from which thefe are produced, as lines are generated 
by the fluxion of a point. Now the ideas of all thefe 

eleoaents 
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(the minuteft parts of which it is com- 
pounded, and beyond which it is incapa- 
ble of being refolved) were, as hath 
already been obferved, revealed to Mofes 
upon the firft arrival of the Ifraelites be- 
fore Horeb ; whilft their characters, with 
the arrangement of them, might be left 
to his difcretion. And if the manner in 
which the Divine Wifdom aided the 
difcovery of alphabetic writing, thus 
explained, appears agreeable to his ufual 
method of interpofal in other cafes ; par- 
ticularly the related one of Prophecy, in 
which the facred Penmen were undoubted^ 
ly left to ufe their own accuftomed ftyle, 
that is, to the choice and arrangement of 
their own words ; it is no way inconfift- 

ent 



elements muft have prcvioufly exifted in the mind of 
the firft inventor of a compleat alphabet, or it would 
have been impoflible to determine what number of 
ekmcnial charaHcrs were rcquifite, to exprefs the Teem- 
ing infinite variety of complex founds in every lan- 
guage upgzi earth, even in the moll ordinary conver- 
Tiitioni, 
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cnt with thofe fads the facred Hiflory 
records of this tranfadion. 

Mofes was commanded to write the 
^denunciation of God's vengeance againft 
Amalek * in a book, immediately after 
the defeat of that impious nation, and to 
rehearfe it in the ears of Jofhua. This, 
at leaft, fuppofes him acquainted witli 
the terms ; and although the latter part 
t)f the command was not executed, that 
we read of, till the people were ready to 
pafs over Jordan -f-, the memorial might 
be written during the interval that pafled 
between this vidtory, and the arrival of 
the Ifraelites at Sinah. Not to mention 
the Name pf the altar raifed Upon this 
Qccafion, which fome fuppofe to have 
been infcribed upon it, Mofes is faid to 
Jiave written all the words, and all the 
judgments of the Lord, contained in the 
twenty-firft and the two following chap- 
ters of the book of Exodus, upon his 

third 

* £xod. xvli. 14. f Dcut. XXV. 17. 
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third defcent * from mount Sinah, not* 
withftanding the delivery of the Tables 
is not mentioned till the eighteenth verfe 
of the thirty^firfl chapter, after God had 
made an end of communing with hii:^^ 
upon the Mount the fourth time •f-. 



Thofe writers who have efpoqfed the 
opinion of a Divine infpiration o{ alpha- 
betic 

* £xod. xxiY. 4. znd 7. 

•f Thefc different times of Mofes* going up into 
the Mount, are diftinguilhed in the following paf* 
fage$ : 



Firft afcent. 
Exod.xix. 3. 

Firft defcent. 
Exod.xix. 7. 



Second afc. 
Ex. xix. 8. 

Second defc 
Ex. xix. 14. 



Third afc. 
Ex. xix. 20. 

Third defc. 
Ex. xix. 25. 



Fourth afc. 
Ex. xxiv. 13. 

Fourth defc, 
Ex.xxxii. 15; 



We may obferve likewifc from Exod. xx. 19. and 
. xxiv. 12. and from Deut. v. 4. and 5. that although 
the promulgation of the Ten Commandments was 
made Limmediatelj after the third defcent to the 
whole people, wbilft Mofes ftood upon the plain, at 
the head of the congregation, by the foot of the 
mountain, yet that the tables of ftone were not fo 
much as promifed^ till God called him up into the 
Mount the fourth time. 
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bctic writing, have in general fuppofed 
the account of thefe judgments to be 
proleptically fet down, merely to favour 
an hypothefis, that a knowledge of the Jirji 
dphahnic characters, likewife^ wasfu- 
fernaturally difcovered, by a miraculous im^ 
Prejpon upon the two tables of Jlone. That 
this was really a miraculous impreflion 
hath been doubted, though perhaps * 

with- 

* The following quotations will enable the reader 
to determine for himfelf : 

Exod. x;civ. 12. '' And the Lordfaid unto Mofes, 
Come up to me into the Mount, and be there ; and I 
win give thee tables of ftone, and a law, and com* 
mandments, which I have written,** 

Exod. xxxi. 18. ** And he gave unto Mofes, when 
he had made an end of communing with him upon 
Mount Sinah, two tables of teftimony, tables of ftone, 
written with the finger of^God, " 

Exod. xxxii. 16. " And the tables were the work 
of God, and the writing was the writing ofGod^ graven 
upon the tables^ 

Exod. xxxiv. I. ^* And the Lord faid unto Mofes, 
Hew thee two tables of ftone, like unto the firft; 
and / will write upon thefe tables the words that were 
in the firft tables, which thou brakedft." 

Exod. 
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without fufficient reafon. But granting 
that the characters of the Decalogue were? 
actually written by the linger of God, 
that is, imprinted by a fupernatural 

agency, 

Exod. xxxiv. 27, ^8. ** And the Lord faid unto 
Mofes, Write thou thefe words, [viz. from the 9th 
to the end of the 26th verfe] for after the tenor of 
thefe words I have made a covenant with thee and 
with Ifrael ; and he was there with the Lord, forty 
days and forty nights, he did neither eat bread nor 
drink water > and he wrote upon the tables the words of 
the covenant^ the ten commandments J*^ , 

Deut, ix. 9, lO. '' When I was gone up into the 
Mount, to receive the tables of ftone, the tables pf 
the covenant, which the Lord made with you j then 
I abode in the Mount forty days and forty nights ; I 
neither did eat bread nor drink water ; and the Lord 
idelivered unto me two tables of ftone, written with 
the finger of God^ &c. And it came to pafs, at the 
end of forty days and forty nights, that the Lord 
gave me the twQ tables of ftone, even the tables of 
the covenant/' 

Deut. X, 2, 3, 4. '^ And I will write on the tables 
the words that were in the firft tables, which thou 
brakedft. — And 1 made an ark of Seiim wood, an4 
hewed the two tables of ftone, like unto the firft— 
And He wrote on the tables, according to the firft 
writing, the ten commandments, &c.*' 
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agency, this by no means furely proves, 
that Mofes had not been already inftrudt- 
ed in the principles of alphabetic writ- 
ing, and permitted to devife thefe cha^ 
rafters for their expreffion, as a inatter of 
indifference ; unlefs it can be fhewn that 
God €oiild not make ufe of any human 
characters to ftamp a value upon his 
Laws, or that the Mofaic letters might 
not ftill require this mark of his approve- 
ment. Tha^ Mofes might apply fucl> 
forms to letters, as were likely to im- 
print their powers upon the mind, by 
connefting them with feme familiar ob- 
jedis, is what we may fuppofe him capa- 
ble of doing, without miraculous aflift- 
ance : the fymbolic charafters of the 
^Egyptians had furnifhed him with am- 
ple hints to this purpofe ; nor was there 
any danger of thefe being mifapplied to 
the purpofes of idolatry, iince they 
confefledly ftood for nothing more than 
founds, and had no greater likenefs of the 
objed:s they refembled, than was barely 
fufficient for exciting the idea of their 

names. 
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names. Had literal characters not origi-. 
nally been contradted delineations of real 
objedts, their forms, in all likelihood, 
would have been much more fimple than 
we find them to have been, from the ear-» 
lieft ages ; fuch complicated figures not 
being necejfary to the art of writing, and 
an embarraflment to the facility of its ex- 
ecution ; but which, though permitted or 
authorifed by Providence, in the infancy 
of this difcovery, were doubtlefs after- 
wards continued in the oriental nations, 
chiefly from the influence of cufl:om. 
And if what hath been obferved concern- 
ing the particular forms of fome letters, 
as connedled with their names, in the 
beginning of this Efl!ay, be allowed ; it 
feems to determine the difpute about pri- 
ority between the Hebrew and Samaritan 
charafters, in favour of the former ; for- 
afmuch as, though the letters of both 
alphabets retain the fame names, the 
refemblances of thofe things v/hofe names 
they carry are much more difficult to be 

I . traced 
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•f 

traced in .the Samaritan than in the He- 
brew cbarafters, except in one or two 
inftances only, if indeed it ,be poffiblej^ 
at this day, to trace them out with ctx^l 
tainty in either ; nor were it to be won-; 
dered at fhould the refemblanc^s be ut-> 
terly worn out in fuch a length of time^^ 
if we confider how much of original, 
likenefs is loft in every fucceflive copy 
from a drawing, even by the beft ar- 
tifts*. 

E To 

* At what time letters were introduc^ed to Perfiai 
is a fadl about which we can form no conjefture ; but 
feveral infcrlptions, taken from the ruins of the pa- 
lace of Perfepolis, which is faid to have been built 
near feven hundred years before the Chriftian aera, 
feem to be written in the moft fimple literal charac- 
ters (if they are to be confidered as fuch) of any we 
are acquainted with ; from Which it appears alfoj 
that the Perfians fometimes wrote in perpendicular 
columns, after the manner of thqCh.nefe and an- 
tient ^Egyptians (the latter of whom might borrow 
it from the ^Ethiopians, as Diodorus, in his fecond 
book, fays they did their letters) ; and it is moft pro- 
bable that they began, like them, from the ri.ht 

band. 
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To aik why the Almighty did not 
communicate the whole art of written 
language, with all its fubfequent im-« 
provements at once, dr why communi- 
cate thus much of it no fooncr, are en- 
quiries with which we have Aothing to 
do. In this cafe, as in all the o^er fai- 
ences, only the firft principks are given 
or implanted in. the mindt which are left 
for their improvement to our own induf- 
try and attention 3 and whether we con- 
fider the powers of the human mind 
theirfelyes, which are gradually ftrcngth- 

encd 

hand. 'Writing in perpendioular cohifnns, wad ori- 
ginally taken from memorials upon the ftcms of trees, 
or pillars, or obeliflcs; and the infcriptions of this 
kind at Perfepolis, which fome have even fuppofed to 
be antediluvian. from their fingul^ity, and our learned 
Dr. Hyde to have been ifrere whimiical ornaments, 
may perhaps at laft be found no other than fome 
fragments of ^gyptiaa antiquity, taken by Cam- 
byfes from the fpoils of Thebes.— See Webb*s En- 
quiry concerning the Primitive Language, p. 149, 
190, Hyde's Rcl. of the Ant. Perf. Appendix. 
Dto3, Sic. b. ii. kSt. 57. b. iu. fed. 3. & 4. 
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ened and delighted with purfuit; or whc*^ 
ther we look back to thofe particufer 
period^, which might gall for fuch pro- 
greffive advances as were fuited to diiFe-^ 
rent ftates and circumftanccs of the world; 
it would not be difficult to affign a fuffi- 
cient dumber of final caufes for this pro-* 
ceeding, highly worthy of the wifdom 
.and the goodnejfs qf Codt 

Sjonbolic writing, anxongft the M^yp^ 
tians, . may^reafonably be prefumed ta 
have been one * fburce of their idola- 
trous, woi^py with which the lixaeU^es 
were infefted at the coming out from 
;Egypt ; the eftablifhment, therefore, of 
an alphabetic charafter, at this period* 
was intended probably to put a ftop to 
the progrcfs df the contagion ; und this 
was farther guarded againft by the com-^ 
mand of God, to make to tim/elves ng 
images whatever, to bow 'down be-* 
fore them as the fymbols of bis per- 

E z fon» 

: . . i» AbU Pluchc's Hifto7 of the Hwvcnj. 
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fon *• This is ' afterwards explained aS 
follows : 

V When . 

•*"If is rtiortifykig to reflect upon the abufe of 
images or Piftiircs^' when they have been any way 
comie£led with Religion ; how foon they pafled from 
emblems or memorials only, to real objefls oFrefpeft 
and reverence 5 and I fhould not be foffy to feethem 
utterly banifhed from the churches of Proteftantj. 
Men of fenfe, who are unprejudiced, confider them 
as what they'arc J but in w^r)' country, the bulk of 
mankind are liable to the very fanie miftakes with th» 
^Egyptians, and Churchmen fometimes are difpofed 
to wink at what appears- at-firft a harrfilefs zeal, till 
it gradually leads them into abfoluteidpUtry.. Atleaft, 
no rcprefentations of the Supreme Being,- of Saints 
or Angels^ fhould be allowed ; all Madonas, and Sa- 
lutations, and Crucifixes, and Holy Families, fiiouljcl 
be forbidden j nor any other figures introduced^ than 
fuch imaginary charaSers as the parables of the Old 
or NeK.Teflament prefent us with ; and even thefc 
not without a written explanation annexed*. Strype, 
in his Annals; has given lis a very remarkable cdn- 
Verfation upon this fubje<9', between Queen Eliza- 
beth arid rtie^t)Kin of her M-ajefty's Cb^pel^. which 
dcfepvei.rgore' attenti6n than hath fmce been ui*ually 

paid^to it. See ch. 23 1 Ihall take the liberty of 

quoting here a pafTage From an account of the cata- 
ftrophe of Lifbon, in the year 1755, written by a 

/ ■ • • •. ■ *... ^Father 
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When the Lord /pake unto you out of the 
midji of the fre, faith Mofes, ye heard 
the voice of his words ^ but ye faw no Jimi-* 
litude [or fymbol], only ye heard a voice 'i 

E 3 ta^e^ 

Father of the Oratory, and infcribed to his Hlghneft 
the Duke of Lafoens, coufin- german to the prefeht 
King of Portugal, and fliall leave the reader to his 
own remarks upon it. After defcribing the efFefts of 
the firft fhock of the earthquake, which filled the 
ftreets and alleys with the dying and the dead, our 
Author adds the following obfervations : ** Nufquam* 
tamen major, nufquam faedior ftrages fuit, quam in 
templis ; utpote quo ob diei celebritatem, maxima 
virorum faeminarumque multitudo convenerat : alibi 
igitur quinquaginta, alibi centum, alil^i plures, alibi 
pauciores intericre, pro qualitate fcilicet aedificiorum, 
locorum, et ruinarum. In qua calvniiate pios ac relt'" 
giofos animos maxim E percelUbat facrarum imaginurii 
acerbus cafus ; quarum alia: psnitus confajfa ^ lacerata 
funty alia minis obrutaj alia jiammis abfumpta* Ex 
his memorandum imprimis efl^ nobile fimulacrum Chrjjii 
Domini crucemferentis^ qpud beat am Virginem Mar i am a 
graiid Eremitarum SanSfi Angujiini^ ^i^ilWh Lufitanq- 
rum Regumy Procerum^ totiufque pofuli veneratione 
pet'cekbre j 'ob Idque quotannis per urbem circumferri foli* 
turn facro tempore^^ &c. Anton ij Pereriae dc Terrae 
' Motu & Inccndio Olifiponenfi Commeijtarius, p. 6* 
Londini^ typisG. Hawkins, 1756. . \ 
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take therefore good heed to yourfelvest for 
yefaw no mannet of fimilitude^ i^ft J^ cor^ 
nipt yourfelvesy and make you a graven 
image ^ the likenefs of male or female. And 
the following detail feems, in the moft 
particular manner, to point at thofe hie- 
irOglyphic figures which the children of 
Ifraelarefuppofed* tohayemadeufeof, in 
common with the ^Egyptians, before the 
Exodus : The likenefs of any beafi that is 
dn the earth ; the likenefs of any winged 
folvl that flieth in the air \ the likenefs of 
any thing that ereepeth on the ground i 
the likenefs of anyffli that is in the waters ; 
and lejl thou lift up thine eyes to hean^n^ 
and when tlfoufeeji the fun f and the moon^ 
and the Jlars, even all the hoji of heaven 9 
thoujhouldji be driven to worjhip them, and 
toferve them which the Lord thy God hatb 
imparted to ferve all the nations under the 
whole heaven : for the Lord hath taken 
you, and brought you forth out of the iron 

furn^ace^ 

* WebVs Effay on the Primitii(C Language, p. 145, 
ftnc! Hcuriiius f)ucicJ by Purciu8, b, i,' cb« i^. 
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furtiate^ out of Mgyptj to be unto Him a 
people of inheritance as from that day *. 

His all-feeing Providence, ever w^atch- 
f ul for our good, hath appointed a precife 
time for every event. What is ufually 
denominated Chance, w^hich feems alone 
to have operated in a number of the moft 
* plain and obvious inventions, is but an 
unfeen dire(ftion ; and nothing can be 
found out, till God himfelf £hall place 
it in a proper point of view, and open 
mens' eyes to fee it in this new light. 
But if this be true, as it refpe<Sls the corn- 
man arts of life, it is by no means incon- 
jfiftent with the dignity of the Divine 
Nature, to fuppofe his more extraordinary 
influence concerned in a difcovery of fuch 
infinite importance. 

One objeftioh ftill remains to be confi- 
dered ; namely, tliat if this be the cafe, 
we fhould certainly have had fome ac- 

E 4 count 

* Comp. Exod. ch, xx. with Deut, ch. ir. 
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count of fo extraordinary an affair dcli-^ 
vered to us in the Scriptures. To which 
we have only to fay, That Providence 
hath not thought proper to fix the date 
of many things as extraordinary, or t6 
give us the reafons of his determinations 
in others . The command to facrifice^ for 
"inftance, is not mentioned till many years 
after the pradlice was eftablifhed. The 
fame may be faid with regard to the dif- 
tindlion of clean and unclean beafts ; and 
with refpedt to language, which is nearer 
to the prefent cafe, it is the opinion of 
the moft judicious writers, that it was 
originally infpired*; and yet this is no 

where 



* It was the philofophy of Epicurus, that the firft 
men crawled out of the ground in no better condition 
than other animals, without fpeech or reafon ; and 
that the earlielt ufe they made of their underftanding 
was, to gratify the malignity of the felfifh paffiops by 
inventing weapons of mifchief : 

Mutum & turpe pecus, glandem atq; cubilia propter 
Ungiiibiis & pugnis, dein fuftibus, atque ita porro 
Pugriabant aroiis, quae poft fabricaverat ufus ; 

a Donee 
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^vherc told us in expfefs terms, though 
the fad: may be deduced from the feconci 

chapter 

Donee verba quibus voces fenfufque notarent, 
Nominaque invenere ; dehinc abfiftere bello 
Oppida moliri, leges incidere^ &c. 

Without having recourfe to Revelation, whoever 
confiders how niMch the exertion of our rational and 
focial powers depends upon the influence of language^ 
may difcover the propriety of its having been origi* 
nally infpired^ fince otherwife the piSure here 4raw<|i 
might have been too like. But the cafe, I think, 
appears to have been different from what the Poet 
fancied. We arc told, in the fecond chapter of the 
book of Genefis, that the Lord God having formed 
out of the ground every beaft of the field, and every 
fowl of the air, brought them unto Adam, to fee 
what he would call them 5 where the word Tvwnh^ 
tranflated to fee ^ fignifies to make trial of or to acquire 
knowledge by experiment^ in like manner as when Noah 
fent a dove out of the ark, it was tp try whether the 
waters were abated ; where the facred hiftorian makes 
ufe of the fame ternfi . And the meaning of it in 
this place feems to be, that Gad brought the animals 
into the prefence of the firjl man^ and caufeJ them to 
continue about him, either that Adam by himfelf 
mi^ht try or make experiment of his proficiency in 
Language, t?/r^^<a'j; imparted to him, by the exercife of 

his 
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chapter of the book of Genefis. The 
abolition of fymbolic writings by in 

exprefs 

his vocal powers ; or dfe in order to affift hia tfit 
trials in the beginnings and rudiments of Language; 
that is, to dired his underftanding in the application 
of fuch founds, to denote the feveral creatures, as 
t^ere in fome degree fignificant of their refpeftive 
movinunts or vokn, and which might afterwank 
become the ground-work of difFuiive fpeecb, the 
greateft part of which muft necefiaril j be metaphor 
irical. The firft wordi df men^ Uh th$ir frfi iJiOi^ 
j faith the learned author of Hermes *, had an imme^ 

diati refer mci U fenJibU dtjelfs ; and men took ibrfe words 
which they found already made^ and transfitred them fy 
metaphor to intelleShud conceptions^ Thus *>fiy [tfpef}^ 
cxpreffive of the chirping of fmall birds, figniiics 479 
fmall bird, the fparrow, daj-break, to depart early, 
&c. nin [tur], the voice of the turtle, the bird 
itfelf, to fly round, to explore, a merchant, &c. 
nu [gur], expreffive of the growling of a beaft of 
prey, fignifies a favage whelp, a ftranger, and to be 
^fraid ; i^np [quera], the call of the partridge, fi^« 
nifitis the bird herfelf, and to invoke; nm [derx}, 
th^ fwallow, a name taken from the found of its 
wings in hovering, fignifies liberty j y^^ [org], the 
voice of the flag ii^ groining, fignifies the animal 
i^fdf, and to be hoarfe with thirft, &c« It is abfurd 

* Hfrmct^ b. !i. p. 1699 
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etprefs command of God in the Deca- 
logue^ "vvras fufiidently ftrikiag to the 

Ifraclites» 

to f»y, becaufe tiamei are arbitrary, diat therefore 
there is no congrutt)c between founds and things; 

• ^sfd,ev^ ar^ftHrd? t« o»fMeTa« QIA ivyhro ineu ret m^yfjiMra^ 

TOX/CrTA f/J^fTo x<^i t» Q^fjututAf was rile opinion of 
Plato^ who is (aid to have made the firft i^ieiiipt 1*^ 
amongft the Greeks to trace back words to their 
original caufes^ and who hath fupported the opinfon,^ 
that they were imitations of fome qualities and aiFec-r 
tions of things, by^in entertaining analyfis in the 
Dialogue named Cratylus« The fad, indeed, might 
be evinced by numberiefs examples in every language^ 
where words are radically imitative either of founds 
or motions. But ftitl the inhabitants of the world 
mu{t have long continued in a wretched ftateof air 
mod brutal converfe^ notwithSanding this imitative 
connexion of vocal foundb, bad not God hinxfelf 
been gracioufly pleafed to aiSft the £rft pair in the 
eftablKhment of Language ; and we may ther^forf 
feafonably conclude that he did fo. Whether it wilj 
be thought to ftrengthen the opinion, muft be ]efc tq 
fhe reader $ but we may remark, that the author 
of the Arabic Verfion hath rendered the word ni«nV>^ 
to tryy in the fecond chapter of Genefis, by a word 
^hich (ignifies to point out or inftruc^, as it is tran£* 
lated in Bp. IValton's Polygtott, ut ojlmdertt ei quid 

vocarit 

• Dloftyf. oi) ihe Cbrnpi of Wor^, ^* ^T!t 
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Ifraelites, at the tjme it was given, to 
perpetuate the aera of letters amongft 
them ; and with regard to future ages, 
and other nations, the narration of the 
fadt, ' as it ftands recorded in all its cir- 
cumftances, renders what hath been 
advanced exceedingly probable. If this 
anfwer be not thought fufficient, let the 
objedlion have its full force. 

We now proceed to enquire how literal 
writing, which mufl; foon have gotten the 
better of fymbolical, made its way into 
Europe. The firft people who availed 
themfelves of this difcovery were the 
Syrians that lived in the neighbourhood 
of the Ifraelites, who were often con- 
founded* with them;^ as indeed all the in- 
habitants 

vocaret ea. Men are ftrangely cautious of allowing 

,the Divine Being to have given a vocal language to 

mankind, though he hath undoubtedly imparted to 

us another, which is common to all the nations of 

'the world, and intelligible even to infants. 

* Gale.*s Court of the Gentiles, b« i. ch» 3 and 4. . 
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habitants of the Eaftern coaft of the? Me-, 
diterranean have been with each othcn 



Frbni the Syrians * , it was commdni- 
cated to the Phoenicians, whdchahged 
the Hebrew chara6ter$ into what, we 
may prefunie, were afterwards!- palled 
the Samaritan i- l>titJ.Hvhether th^. .did 
this for the purpbTes of Variity a;ltoget3Ser, 
or for what other end^is not clear: Re it 
as it may, their having introduced letters 
to the (Greeks H^th given .them the gq- 
neraJ credit of the i^yention/ /lotwith- 
ftandiiig'a prevailing opinion, '.*that 'writ- 
ing was originally praftifed in jEgy'pt-, 
for the Phoenicians ^re faid to have been 
the firf^ who inTtittfiea ch'ar&(ftefs for the 
elements of fp.eech,^' which gaV^'l^^^r^^- 
tutty 'to founds y and ^ which differed from 






and a fimilar account is given us by Herodotus in 

• , • ■ '• 

Terpfichore. • - 
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the -Egyptian pidhirc-writing, iK>t drtl/ 
in xd^ft of their objects, but in the 
rudenefs of the figures. Thus much is 
to be underftood from Lucan*, whofe 
cxprefiion is remarkable : 

Pboenicea primi, famae fi creditur, aufi 
Jl2Kt/ff/Sft'^iyl rudibus voccm fignare figiiris, 
Noitdiun flumineasMnnphb coat^3(<9!c biblo9 
Novcrat ; et laxU tantum vclucrefque ferasque^ 
ScuIpUque rervabant magicas animalia linguas • 

«* Et fi famae libct credere/* faith Cur- 
tius -f*^ after having related the ' fiege of 
Tyre, "haec gens literas prima aufdocuit, 
•^ aut didicit-" 

Ariftotle (according to Pliny J) hath 
afferted, that eighteen letters were brought 
fcy Cadmus from Phoenicia into Greece ^ 
whilft Plutarch § and fome others tell* us, 
that he introduced no more thar^ fixteen ; 

yet 

* Pharf. 1. iiu t L* ir. c. 4« 

J Nat. Hift. 1. vii. c. 56. § Symppf. b. «• 
prob. 2, 3* 

I 
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yet who this Cadmus was, at what time 
he lived, or whether any particular per- 
fbn is to be tmderftood by this, name, 
which impKes an Afiatic, . or man from 
the Eaft, remains a doubt amongft the 
learned, Moft of the Greek and Roman 
authors agree in this. That Greece was 
not the region that gave birth to alpha-* 
betic writing; whilft others afleri: the 
Greeks to have invented the very letters 
which thefc attributed to Cadmus ; af- 
figning them to Cecrops, or to Linus *, 
or to Palamedes, as their prejudices ope- 
rated in favour qf Argps, or Thebes, or 
Athens. '* Quidam Cecrppem Atheni- 
** enfium, vel Linum Thebanum," faith 
Tacitus, *^ ^t temporibus Trojanis Pala*^ 
*^ medem Argivum memorant, fexdecim 
** literarum j^r;;z^x ; mox alios, ac praeci- 
<< puum Simonidem, cceteras vt^xiS^'^^'^ 

The general opinion upon this appa- 
rent contradiftion is, that it arofe from 

the 

^ Diodorus Siculus, b. iii. fud^ 66* f Tacitus 
h xi, c. 14, 
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the national vanity of the Greeks, who 
were always ready to claim fome ihare of 
merit, at legft, in every thirtg that did 
honour to hiimah nature, and (as the 
laft cited author obferves of the Phoeni- 
cians) were ambitious to be thought inr. 
ventors of what they had 'acquired only; 
from the information of. others. But 
here we ought to make a diftindtion be* 
tween their pretences Xo the original in- 
vention of literal writing, in oppofition 
to the fymbolicaU and the invention only 
ef new characters ; and at is to be bb- 
ferved, that Tacitus is not fpeaking of 
the elemental founds ' of letters, but 
merely oixh^ forms by which they wer6 
called up and made prefent-to the mind^; 
which may very juftly be faid to be in- 
vented by the Greeks, notwithftandirig 
their having been inftru(Sed in alphabetic 
writing by the Phcenicians before. It is 
aftonifhing to obferve, how much ingeni- 
ous men are difpofed to follow one ano- 
ther in the fame track, without making 
jobfervations for. thcmfelves. Nothing is 

more 
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mote cortimon than to derive the Latin 
charafters, as well as the Greek, from 
thofe of the Samaritan or Hebrew alpha- 
bets, without diftinguifhing between the 
' Elemental types and the elemental yJz^Wj* ; 
and it is pleafant enough tq remark after 
what manner the refemblance of the 
figures is made out, and how mens eyes' 
are liable to become the dupes of a pre- 
judiced imagination. 

The fixteen letters brought into Greece* 
by Cadmus were undoubtedly no other 
than what he had been acquainted with 
in Phoenicia, that is, the common He- 
brew or Samaritan ; fome few of which, 
after being reverfed for the fake of writ- 
ing from left to right, as the more agree- 
able and expeditious movement of the 
hand or arm from the body outward> 
were ftill retained by the Greeks j though 
their 'writing ftng'^opfi^ov, or in return- 
ing lines, as ploughmen drive their oxen 
a different way at each end of the fur- 

F row. 
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row, continued at leaft to the time of 
Solon, whofe laws weje written after 
this manner. 

In an affignment of characters to tha 
elemental founds by Mofes, it was natu- 
ral for him to take contracted figures of 
the moft familiar objedts for this purpofe> 
whofe names refpeftively began with the 
founds to be pointed out by them ; and a 
very flight refemblance of fuch figures to 
their objefts would excite and call up an 
idea of their vocal powers : but it is evi- 
dent that this would not continue to be 
ihfe cafe with the fame characters in a 
different language. The Oriental names 
of the letters, taken from thofe of the 
objects they refembled, which names the 
Greeks retained with very little alteration, 
could of courfe have no connection with 
their powers amongft tiem. Though 
the figure of H, i. e. aleph or alpha, ac- 
cording to the Syria^c or Chaldaic termi- 
nation, for inftance, gave an idea of the 

ox 



\ 
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ox* to the inhabitants of the Eaftern 
coafts of the Mediterranean, the Grecian 
name of this creature would not have 
had the power of calling up the found 
of A, but that of B, the primary ele- 
ment of (ia^. i [Bit or Bita], the tent, 
or houfe, in like manner, whatever re- 
femblancc of fuch a ftrudure it might 
carry with it, would doubtlefs have ex- 
cited an idea of the primary found of 
ouLiTCPoy or aiyfJLCL to the Greeks ; that is, 
the primary found of 01%®^ or of o-xwyrf, 
rather than that of B. Ji [Gemel], or 
the Camel, was an animal, in all proba- 
bility, unknown in Greece ; and fuppo- 
iing the fhape of this letter to have origi- 
nally refembled the form, as its name 
does the voice of the animal, it could 

F 2 ' ftill 



* It appears likely, from the feconJ problem of 
the ninth book of Plutarch's Sympofiacs, that al- 
though the Greeks were not unacquainted with the 
fignification of the word «x^«, they were flrangers to 
the true reafon of its name being affigned to this 
letter at the time he wrote, whatever was the cafe 
with their antient Grammarians. 



68 OBSERVATIONS upon 

Hill have no fort of relation to any found! 
whatever, with a people who were Aran- 
gers to them both. What is faid of 
thefe three .letters may juftly be applied to 
others. It ther^efore became neceffary 
for the Greeks, if they chofe to retain 
the original names of the Cadmean let- 
ters, to alter their forms in fuch a man* 
ner, as to give them fome new aflbciated 
connedion with the elemental founds 
they ftood for, grounded either upon rea- • 
fons refpedling their own tongue in parti- 
cular, 6r upon fome general principle 
common to all languages whatever. 

It is very obvious to remark In this 
place, upon the Greeks having retained 
the oriental names of the letters, that as 
this circumftance points out the country 
from whence they received them, fo it 
contributed in fome degree to the propa- 
gation of knowledge, by connecting their 
own with the oriental alphabets ; hereby 
rendering it lefs difficult to communicate 
their improvements in morality and Sci- 

enccj 



ALPHABETIC WRITING. 69 

cnce, and return the obligation back 
:again to their teachers. 

But beiides this agreement in the 
names of the letters, which were acknow- 
ledged as foreign words, by not being 
infledted in Greek, it appears a conclu- 
iive argument, which hath only juft been 
hinted, for the feveral alphabets men- 
tioned in the fecond and third pages of 
this Diflertation having been copied from 
one original, that the fame letters, with- 
out any regard to the organs upon which 
the formation of their refpeftive founds 
depends, follow each other in the fame 
order in them all ; which undoubtedly 
would not have been the cafe, had thofe 
different nations which difpute the ho- 
nour of having invented letters, been 
the inventors of any thing beyond the 
mere charadlersi of their refpedtive al- 
phabets. 

Nature, it is true, is delighted with 
variety, and is uniform in the produftion 

F 3 of 
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of it; but fuch unanimous confujion 
cotild never have proceeded from any fixt 
principle of her eftablifhing. That let- 
ters were fcparately invented at different 
times, in the order we now find them, 
is a fuppofition neither fupported by any 
evidence, nor is very probable ; and every 
original inventor, to whofe mind the 
whole number of elemental founds was 
prefent, if we fuppofe alphabetic writing 
to have been invented at diftant periods, 
and in different countries, and com- 
pleated in each ; every original inventor, 
we may prefume, after diflributing the 
charadlers of the elemental founds, ac- 
cording to their feveral orders, firft into 
vowels and confonants, and thefe again 
into dentals, labials, and palatines, &c. 
Would have arranged them feparately in 
their different claffes; and we fhould 
have found precedence given to the labials 
or dentals in one country, which was 
given to the palatines in another. The 
vowels, mofl probably, would have fol- 
lowed each other without any intervening 

confonants. 
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confonants, and have been fet at the 
head of the alphabet by one perfon *, 
whilft another would have placed them 
after the confonants : but a general agree- 
ment in the pofition of thefe clafTes, and 
much lefs in the pofition of the whole 
feries of letters, without any regard to 
their fpecific differences, could never 
have proceeded frbm any thing but imi- 
tation -f. 

Why the Mofalc letters were arranged 
in this confufed, disjointed feries at firft, 
would be difficult to fay. Perhaps it 
may be fufficient to obferve, that fuppo- 
fing their difcovery had been folely owing 
to the natural powers of the human 
mind, thefe diviiions of the elemental 
founds, according to their different or- 
gans, would have preceded the invention 
of the wJbo/e alphabet ; whereas this cir-' 
cumflance might not at all be attended 

F 4 to. 



* Plut. Symp, b, ix. prob, 2. 
t See p. 2, 3, note, and plate II. 
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to, taking the knowledge of them to 
have been inftantaneoufly infpired : and 
in this cafe we might exped; to find fnch 
diftindtions overlooked, in afligning the 
order of theory? charadteriftic figures to 
the founds of the ^rjl alphabet. 

But although the diftinftion of letters 
Into ctaffes, according to their difference 
of pronunciation, was moft probably 
overlooked at this time, yet the facility 
with which the names of the Hebrew 
charafters fucceed each other in the feries 
(where we find the clofing found of each, 
preceding name to prepare the organs, 
for the utterance bf that which is to fol- 
low) feems to fhew, that tAis was not a 
matter wholly difregarded ; and which 
alone might poflibly determine their fuc- 
ceffion with the infpired author. Thus, 
for inftance, A/ep clofes the lips, and Bit 
opens them 3 the pofition of the tongue, 
in uttering the / in Bit, prepares it with 
the fame -aperture of the lips to pro- 
nounce the g, which begins the- name 

of 
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of the third letter 5 /, in Gemeh doth 
the fame with reipedt to- Delet ; and the 
obfervatioa holds in general throughout 
the feries. And as this is not the cafe 
with the letters of the other Eaftem al- 
phabets, whofe terminations varied from 
the Hebrew, though they flill follow in 
the fame order without any fuch reafon 
for it (or any other reafon that we know 
of), this iingle circumftance is an argu- 
ment, for the priority of the Hebrew al- 
phabet, above all others we are ac- 
quainted with, though it doth not abfo- 
lutely prove its originality. 

That the Greeks were under fomc ne- 
ceflity of altering the forms of the ori- 
ental letters, fo long as they retained 
their names, is clear from what hath 
been already ^id. Let us now enquire 
what method they purfued, to give thefc 
nev/ chara<fters a natural relation to what 
may ilriclly be called the matres orationis^ 

the elemental founds of (pecch for which 
thej' ftood* 

Dionyfiui 
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m 

DIonyfius of Halicarnaflus hath dc- 
' Icribed the Grecian manner of pronounc- 
ing all the letters of the alphabet, in his 
Treatife on the Compofition of Words *, 
with the utmoft clearnefs ; and his ac- 
count of the pofitions of the organs in 
their utterance anfwers, in moft inftances, 
fo nearly to the outlines of the letters 
' theirfelves, that whoever is but mode- 
rately Ikilled in drawing can have very 
little doubt of their being delineated 
from them, and defigned for their repre- , 
fcntations. Thefe refemblances, it is 
true, were lefs and lefs regarded, and 
gradually grew fainter, as the neceflity 
of attending to.them diminifhed, by the 
knowledge of alphabetic writing becom- 
ing common, and from the little care 
which men of genius, in all ages after 
the general introdu<ftion of letters, have 
bcftowed upon this mechanic part of 
Science. Yet ftill enough of likenefs 

is 

♦ Scft. xin 
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is to be traced out at prefent in the forms 
of fifteen letters of the twenty-four ; 
namely, Alpba^ Beta, E-pJilon, Dfeta, 
Thetay Iota, Muy Nu, KJi, O-mikron, 
* P/, Sigma, V-pfilon, Phi, and 0-mega, 
to eftablifh the conjedture upon a tolerable 
foundation of probability with.refpedt to 
thefe. Two of the remaining nine, 
namely, Chi * and FJi^ . are but arbitrary 

marks 

* The powers of Chi and Kapha are fo nearljr 
related, that the figure of each might poffibly be 
taken from the Samaritan letter )^, which anfwered^ 
to the Hebrew d, whofe power, according to Bp. 
Walton, was either that of a fimple or an afpiratecjf 

K. 1 am neverthelefs of opinion, that this re- 

femblance of the Grecian Kappa to the Samaritan 
Kep, (hould rather be confidered as accidental ; stnd 
that the ftraight and bending lines, which conftituted 
the moft antient form of the Greek K (at leaft of 
the Etrufca^), were defigned to fhew the ^urvaturc 
of the tongue, wftich is elevated into an arch, and 
preffed againft the roof x>f the mouth thus ?%;, ia 
order to produce the power of this letter, the upper 
line denoting the fituation of the palate. The 
whole figure's being cither fupine, or ereded, or re- 
verfed, or found in any other aukward fituation, in- 
Head of being proftrate, is no fufficient objedion ta 
the likelihood of the conjecture. 
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marks of much later Greek extracflion, 
invented purely for the fake of expedi- 
tious writing; and for the reft, which 
carried only ^mpk founds, tAeir pronun- 
ciation not being fo cafy to be pointed 
out by any reprefentation of the organs 
of fpeech, the charadlers afligned to 
them were taken from the characters of 
the Eaftern alphabet, with very little 
variation. 

Without giving ourfelves the trouble 
ip confider the weight of different autho- 
rities for the precife number of letters 
introduced at firft by Cadmus ; or at- 
tempting to account for the tranfpofition 
of U-pfilon in the modern Greek alpha- 
bets ; or at what time the Digamma of 
the iEolians aflumed the original place of 
the Hebrew Vau, with the power of the 
confonant V, or the Roman F ; we fhall 
take it for granted, that the Greek alpha- 
bet at firft ended at T, and that it con- 
fifted of twenty letters only, correfpond- 
ing in their p'owers to thofe of the He- 
brew, 



>*• 



» i 
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brew, the Samaritan, and the Syriac let- 
ters placed beiide them, in the firft 
Plate. It is reafonable to believe, that 
the afpirated Pi and Kappa (that is, # 
and X), were next added to this nunw 
ber, fiheT the invention of the vowel T, 
or v^i?^j;w *, which now fupplies the ufe 
of the Vau, or confonant V likewife ; 
and laftly, that the double letters, i^ and 
SI, compleated the eftabliihed feries. 

The firft and (econd columns of Sama- 
^ ritan letters in this Plate are taken chiefly 
from the learned Dr. Gregory Sharp's 
Diflertation on the Origin of Languages, 
to which the writer is indebted for feve- 
ral of the foregoing obfervations, and the 
third from Bifhop Walton : which of 
the three was the mod antient, is fub- 
mitted to the reader ; but it is evident the 
Greeks copied the chief traces of the 
few Cadmean letters they retained, from 
flie column on the left hand. That the 

Hebrew 

♦Sec Note, page}. 
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Hebrew letters, H, j^, ♦, y, and % whofe 
vocal powers are moft likeJy to be contro- 
verted, were vowels, and not confonants, 
might be ftiown from the general fufFrage 
of the beft writers upon the Hebrew lan- 
guage ; and however the learned may 
fometimes differ with regard to the pre- 
cife vocal powers of thefe letters in parti-- 
cular, or thofe of fome confonants, yet 
the abfurd opinion was not entertained, 
that the only letters truly vocal, in the 
Hebrew alphabet, were abfolutely mute, 
without the addition of other charafters, 
till refinement, and myftery, and diffi- 
culties of every kind were confidered as 
infeparable from an infpired writing. 
And we may obferve, concerning the 
wJbo/e feries of the Hebrew letters, that 
as the correfpondence in their numeral 
powers with the Greek letters, fhews the 
Greek alphabet to have been borrowed 
from the Hebrews (for no one can be fo 
abfurd as to fuppofe the Hebrew alpha- 
bet was borrowed from the Greek), fo it 
is highly probable, that the vocal powers 

of 
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of the Greek letters diflFered very little 
from the vocal powers of the Hebrew 
letters at the time of their tradudlion : 
and we may fairly prefume, in a matter 
of fo little importance as the true pro- 
nunciation of a dead language, without 
having recourfe to the authority of Jofe-^ 
phus, or Qrigen, or Jerom (however 
refpedtable thefe names may be thought), 
that if we know the vocal powers of tha 
Greek letters, of which there can be no 
reafonable doubt, we are at the fame time 
fufficiently acquainted with the original 
vocal powers of the Hebrew, as they 
were pronounced before the changes they 
may have undergone fince the deftruftion 
of the Jewifh flate *. 

V 

Of thefe four-and-twenty characters 
jthen, as hath been faid, it is conceived, 
that only feven were copied from the 

alphabet 

♦ Sec Bp. Walton's Three Prclimioary Diflcrt. 
kSk. 38 and 49 ; and Dr. Sharp's on the Origin*! 
PpweK of Letters, 
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alphabet of Cadmus, which ftill retain 
fbme ftrokes of their original forms ; and 
that fifteen of the reft were intended to 
facilitate the ftudy of letters, properly fo 
called, in oppofition ,to fymbols, by ex-' 
hibiting a kind of images (if we may be 
allowed the expreffion) of their vocal 
powers, and rendering thefe in fomc 
meafure the objefts of our fight as weft 
as hearing. 



t 



\ 



The feven letters whoie original figures 
were retained by the Greeks with very 
little variation, are thefe which fol- 
low : 

. Gamma^ Delta^ Eta^ Kappa^ Lamda^ Roy and Tau^ 

r A H K A P T 

Gamma is undoubtedly the Samaritan 7 
Gemel or Gemla reverfed , 

Delta is the Samaritan ^ Delet or 
Delta. 

Eta 
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'Eta J which was originally no morp 
than an afpirate* amongft the Greeks, is 

G evidently 

• • • 

f Erpfilon, vvhich fucceeded in the place of tha 
Hebrew n, was fojr fpme ages ufed to exprefs both 
the long and fhort found of the letter e amongff the 
.Gr(?e];^s ; and whilft it continued t# hold this douhU 
power, their Eta preferved its original found, which 
was oply an afpira^ipn, like that of n in Hebrew, or 
the Samaritan H. But when in after-times they 
thought proper to give the power of the long / to thp 
letter H (which later Grammarian^ might conceive 
to hav^ been its original found, from the refemblance 
it bears to two £'9 turned tpwards eacji other, (£3), 
the fhort £ was then called 'Er^o^u ^n oppofition to 
it, and it became neceffary to add a new chara£ler for 
the afpirate, the form of which was borrowed from 
that of the Hebrew Chepb rcverfcd, Bcntley's Dif- 
fert. upon Phalarts, p. 241. 

In the Roman alphabet H reaflumed its primitive 
power of an afpirate only^ and £ with them (lands 
indifferently for the long or (hort found of this letter, 
as it did at Erft with the Greeks» 

The reader is here referred to the infcriptions upon 

"^ the Thebaic Tripods^ mentioned in the fifth book of 

Herodotus, and to .the Sigeaji Infcciptton originally 

publiihed 
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evidently the Samaritan H Hit, as the 
lefler n is the Hebrew afpirate n^ 

Kappd 

publifhed by Dr. Chifhul in his Aiiatic Antiquities ; 
copies of all which may be feen in the Firft Volume 
of Dft Shuckforth's Connexion. 

The Srgcan Infcription, fo often quoted to afccr* 
tain the forms of the antient Giieek letters, is cut 
upon a block of marble nine feet long, and two feet 
(quare, which was the pillar of aii Hermean ftatue, 
and at prefent is made ufe of for a feat before the door 
of a Greek church not far from the Sigean promon- 
tory. It is fuppofed to be coiifiderably above two 
thoufand years old, for which, and its being a corn- 
pleat fpecimen of writing jSwr^o^u^r, it is chiefly valu- 
able ; fmce all it acquaints us with is, that one Pha- 
nodicus, to whom the ftatue was eredled, had pre- 
sented a bowl and fland, with a ftrainer, to the 
Public Ha)l of the city Sigeum, whofe ilte was that 
of the village in which the ftone now lies. 

Thofe who are the lead: acquainted with the 
heathen rites of facrifice, are not to be informed, 
that the bowl and ftand here intended were a kind q( 
tripod, ferving as a moveable altar^ the legs of which 
were fo contrived, as to approach nearer, or to Sepa- 
rate farther from each other,, for the more conveni- 
ently receiving vefiels of differenttfizes. The reader 

may 

a 
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Kappa is no very diftant refemblancc 
of the Samaritan X Kep. 

Lamda is the Samaritan < Lemed 
erefted* 

Ro is their reverfed q Ris. And 

Tau borrows both its name and (hape 
from in> a brand or hammer (which is 
the Samaritan form of it), and whofe 
diftant found very aptly exprcfles the 
pov/er of the letter. 

Let us now confider the forms of the 
remaining fifteen letters, which we fup- 
pofe to have been a new kind of pidture- 
writing (^y y^dfifAxtn fji.([d,ri<rig, in the ftri<5t- 
cft fenfe), that ferved to point out founds 
inftead of things. 

G 2 Thefe 

may acquire a perfeft idea of their conftru(?ion, from 
a draught in Scacchi's Myrothecium, which (hews 
their form to havt been extremely elegant ; and we 
know that they were often made of the moil valuable 
oAterials. 
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Thefe fifteen letters confift of. 

Six vowels, a, e, /, o, «, u. 
Four labials, (^, f^, tt, (p* - 
Three Unguals, (, 9, v. 
And two dentals, g and <r. 

To begin with the vowels. Thefe, 
according to Dionyfius *, are all pro- 
nounced by the difpofition of tl^e lips ^ 
only, without any movement pf the 
tongue in utterance, the air colledled in 
the trachaea being gently forced outward. 

Alpha w^s pronounced with a cpnfi- 
derable aperture of the mouth (avo»j^o/A£v» 
Tjou ^ofAocrog im TrXurovjy and the- air di- 
reded againft the palate. Now nothing 

could 

♦ Se£l. xiv. 

f It appears from hence, that all the vowels, as 
well as Y, might very properly have been termed 
labials, although this being more diftinguifhably fuch, 
is the only one of them that is ufually ranked in 

this clafs. ZKf^ai¥ureu it raivra woivrup t?( o^ni^W O'^cn- 
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could more exadly reprefcnt tKe opening 
of the lips in profile for the purpofe, 
than the charader of this letter reclined, 
in which the crofs bar delineated or 
pointed out the fituation of the teeth ; 
though this letter, as well as feveral 
others, was afterwards eredled for the 
fake of taking up lefs room. 

< < {\ A 

'Epjilon is pronounced by a moderate 
aperture of die lips, the tongue being 
placed ftraight out, fo as to give the air^ 
forced from the trachaea, a direSl paflage, 
neither throwing it, upwards or down- 
wards ; and this pofition of the tongue, 
nearly at an equal diftance from the roof 
and bottom of the mouth, was pointed 
out by the middle ftroke in the center of 
the curved line, or between the parallel 
lines in the fquare letter. 

€ < e E 

G 3 hta 
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f * 

/(?/^ was reckoned the meaneft of alj 
the vowels, as it received no advantage or 
ipcreafe of found from the lips, which 
XH^ere but juft opened in the pronouncings 
of it, and were therefore charactered by 
a fimple, ftraight, horizontal line, which 
was afterwards erefted for the reafon above 
given. •E(r;^aTov i\ irxMrm to I, faith Diony- 

ilUS, fAiKfov avoiyoiAivo}) tv ("Q/xaTe;* 

s - 

y&c HH I 

Omikron,: i$ So generally allowed to 
have borrowed its form from the pofition 
of the lips in uttering it, as to need no 
explanation *. 

o o o 

0-mega 

* Quintilian obfcrves, that Omikron flood for the 
long and fhort o^ and it appears fromi the Sigean 
mfcription, that it was ufed both for v and «^, as well 
as its own fimple found : all which fhews the cha« 
rafter of « to have been of later jnvention.-vQuint, 
dc Inftitut. Orat. h i. c. 7. Shuckf. Conn, vol, {• 
p, 256, 265. 



^ 
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, O-mega exhibited^ the. hollow of the 
mouth in profile^^ -with the lips thruft 
fot3?5card as in fpeaking : r^wyuKKetoLx rt yif 



^■«^«« ' ' "-. *. l_ 



r/i;^ '. I'rO: 
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0, 



^ 




ion was' 'efteemed oiie of the 
niesmier vowels, though Tuperior to iota. 
Its found was produced by a remarkable 
contradion 'of the lips, which choak- 
ed ther voice, and rendered it weak and 

thin: ^«p* yo^f aura Tflt X^*^*^> crupoXr]? ysvo/AfcVfC 

Tb? -fbrni of ^^^/V letter, therefore, was 
evidently a delineation of the lips in its 
utterance, which it was hardly poffible 
to miftal^e in its proper fituation.' It hath 
been obferved before, that this letter is 
reckoned iii th6 number of the labials , 
which come next under our confideration; 
and its origin^ fhape'has underg6Ae little 
alteration. 

G 4 ^ The 
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The remaining confonant laSialis aire 
four; namely, Beta^ Mu^ Pi, ^ndPBii 
all which require the tips to be com- 
prcffed and thruft forwkrd in their utter- 
ance ; and their refpedivc charadters arc 
as iimilar to each other, as it was con« 
ififtent with a neceflary diftinftionto per- 
mit : which would hardly have been tiie 
cafe, had not the pofitidn of the organs 
in their pronunciation given thie outlines 
of their forms. For thefe the flighteft 
fetches will be hints fu^icient. 

Beta "Wis a delineation of the li{>8 in 
jirofile, in t}i? natural iituatipii of tliqi 
Ifitad. 

• ■ • . . 

Mu exhibited them t^mtd upwanist 

tn « Me 

Pi was their inverted profile. 

Ap4 
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And Phi was a drawing of the lips as 
they appear in front, which was erefted 
for the fake of taking up lefs room. 



m^ 



$ * 



Zit^ arid Nu may be confidered both 
as paiatiries and linguats. 

Z N 

Zeta (the found of which fcems to be 
<:ompounded of the founds of ^ and <r *) is 
pronounced by railing the tip of the 

tongue 

* Plonyfius Taith, the power of Z was com- 
p()undell 6f the powers of 0* and ^; but the diffi- 
culty of f6undihg <r before ^^ and 0*, according td 
the fame author, being founded after x, i|i the dou- 
ble found pf I, and after Wy in the double found of 4^9 
(hould incUne us rather to fu(pe£): an error in the 
Text, and that ^ ought to be firft heard in the pro- 
nunciation of this letter. The corruption of ^voyof 
into ^vyoff and of hi^iuh(i into {»fc»w}cf, mentioned by 
Plato in his Cratylus, feems to confirm this opinion. 
As the Greeks changed the Delta into Zeta, or f^f fo 
the Romans, in many words derived from the Greeks 
(hanged Zeta into y, which it ^ double letter, com- 
pounded 
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tongue towards the roof of the mouth, 
near the bottom of the gum, and after a 
ihort confinement of the air, letting it pafs 
down through the teeth. The charader 
of this letter, therefore, was.defigned to 
point out the pofition of the tongue in 
uttering it, the upper and lower. ftrokes 
delineating the roof and bottona of the 
mouth, and the oblique ftroke, the fitua- 
tion of the tongue ; and that this was 
really intended, appears highly, probable 
from the fimilar charadfcr given to the 

, palatine or lingual 

., . , . 

N 

the found of which is produced by a 
fimilar application of the tongue to the 
roof of the mouth, the air in this cafe 

* being 

, ... , . • . / 

pounded of d and g foft. The affinity between d 
zhdj appears from the pronuhciation ofj for dy and 
d for jj which are not uncommon corruptions in 
fomc modern languages j as in juty for duty^ juce for 
diuxy duice for juiccy and, if Mr. Sharp is hot mif- 
talcen, Diudice for Giudice^ and DuUo for Giulioy at 
Venice. See his Eigilth Letter from Italy, 
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being driven up through the noftrils, in- 
ftead of pafling down through the teeth; 
and thus the fame figure, crefted for 
diftin6tion-fake, was truly charadleriftic 
of both letters, according to the old fine, 

Zeia jzcens fi furgat, crit nota quas dicitur N. 

Suppcfing what is here advanced to be 
true, we may conclude, that if the Zura 
hath been fometimes found engraved, in 
^ntient infcriptions, like an ura irX»yio9 of 
the muficians, it muft originally have 
been owing to miftake, lince it caii have; 
jio naturfd conne(^ion with it *, 



KJ 



* The only certain inft^nce of Dfeta*$ being writ- 
ten with the middle ftroke perpendicular to the other 
two, which the editor hath taken notice of, thougk 
it may be familiar to thofe who are better verfed in 
antient infcriptions, is upon a medal firuck, as he 
apprehends, upon the Relief of Cyzicum by Timo- 
theus. The letters are, snTY kyxikhnn [Mont- 
faucon's Antiq. vol. I.], in which the miftake of 
the laft letter of each word fhews a want of accu- 
rstgy that favours v^hat U obferved above. But as 

ignorance 
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KJi and ^t^rna are the two next |etter$ 
to be confidered 5 the former of which 
fucceeded in the place of the Hebrew 
Kfemek, and the latter in the place of 
Sift. 

Now the Hebrew form of Kfemek * 
was that of ilitferpeht [b], and that of 

' Sin 

ignorance in the infancy of letters was a (burce of 
many graphical miftakes at firft, fo caprice or care* 
lefTnefs would afterwards have much the fame tStSt^ 
and 2m» might abuiively acquire the form of »>t« wx»- 
T'Mvj by which name notwithRanding, ^hd not b^ 
that of ZijTo, the imperfc(ft charadler of jg is always 
diftinguiflied as a muflcal note. 

Alypius et Gaudent. in genere diatono. 

♦ It is not ea(y to reconcile the name of this letter 
with the form of it. idD fignifies, fulcrum coniwuum, 
a prop or fupport, any thing upon which to reft or 
lean, and is not ufed for the ferpent in ^ny pafiage 
that we know of ^ but, at the fame time, it might 
not improperly be applied to the Scytale, common in 
Africa and the Levant, fo called from ayytaXfi^ bacu^ 
lus, its head and tail being nearly of the fame bignefs ; 
from whence Dr. Shaw fuppofes that it was, in all* 

probability, 



#• 
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haft as ftrikin^, with regard to mofl of 
the Roman characters, which are faid to 
have been thofe of the firft Greek alpha- 
bet * communicated to the Etrurians by 
the Pelafgi, upon their being driven out 
of Greece by the Hellens \. 

The 

* Pliny, 1. vii. c. 56 and 58. Tacit. Ann. 1. xi. 

+ The Etrufcan alphabet feems to have been rudely 
copied from the Greek ; but in what sera it was car- 
ried into Italy, it is prefumed, can no way be deter- 
mined with certainty. There are who fuppofe it to 
have been prior to the Pelafgic, and that letters were 
©riginally communicated from Hetruria to the Gre- 
cians. Without engaging in a fubje£l which requirei 
the moft extenfive knowledge of infcriptions and 
chronology, let it only be obferved of the /Eolic Di» 
gamma^ which was one of the old Etrufcan cha- 
radlers, that whether we fuppofe its power to have 
been the power of the Roman F (which differed little 
from our Englijh Ve), or the power of, the Roman 
V, it (hews the ufe of a confonant Y not to have 
been unknown to the antient Greeks, as hath been 
before obferved. But its form being that of a double? 
Vau* (or, as the Greeks called it, ^«v}, which it 



might 



• See Plate I. and N'ote, p. 3. 
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The only remaining letter to be taken 
notice of is T^heta^ or the alpirated T^au^ 
which was one of the later invention j 
and the form of this moft evidently fhews 
the fituation of the tongue, which is 
thruft beyond the teeth in its pronunci- 
ation, the circle marking the difclofurc 
of the lips. 







It is eafy to forefee, that thefe refcm- 
blances will not appear through the 
medium of fcholaftic prejudice, whilfl 
others may afcribe them to the ingenuity 
of chance ; and, of courfe, that what 
hath been advanced concerning the prin- 
ciple upon which the Grecian letters are 

fuppofed 

might better have been termed than a Digamma, 
feems to determine its powtr to have been that of the 
Homan V, rather than F ; the former of which viras 
certainly pronounced, in general, like our £nglij(h 
W, if we may judge by the Grecian manner of 
tran^ofing it from the Roman chara^ers into their 
own. 
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fuppofed to have been formed^ will in 
either cafe be looked upon a$ an imaginary 
whim. The Editor will not undertake 
to defend it : as a whimfical conjedture, it 
may ftill afford fome entertainment 
Better reafons might perhaps be offered ^ 
in its favour than what appear at prefent : 
but thofe that are acquainted with the 
conjedtures of the learned Baxter * upon 
this fubjedl, who hath found the figure 
of a fheep in the Samaritan ^, and of 
liis and her fon Horus in ^, with fome 
other refemblances nearly as wild, will 
not be difpofed to think it altogether fo 
extravagant^ Be this as it may, extrava- 
gance (which is a term applied to any 
deviation from what is ufual) is no crite- 
rion of falfhood, nor is that always the 
right road that is the moft beaten -i In 
the Editor's opinion, it was this very 
change of the characters, in conformity 

H to 
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to the pofition of the organs in utterance 
(fb far as it \*ias capable of heihg pointed 
out), which enabled tfce Gredcs to pro- 
pagate the art of literal knowledge, widi 
more facility than other nations, amonjgft 
themfelves. They who have never at- 
tempted to inftrudl others in this art, 
who were utterly unacquainted with let- 
ters in their younger days, can have no 
juft idea of the difficulties that attend 
the tafk : and whoever would fucceed in 
it, muft make ufe of fome method to 
point out the very Jirfi beginnings of the 
elemental founds, and teach his pupils to 
prepare their organs, and fix them ready 
for utterance, before the founds be per- 
mitted to burft from their lips. This 
end was to be attained among the Grfeeks 
by the ftudy of the letters theirfelves, 
and muft of courfe have very much con- 
tributed to promote an accuracy of pro- 
nunciation, as well as to facilitate the 
progrefs of alphabetic writing. 

The 
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The acutenefs of this people in the 
advancement of the arts in general is uni- 
verfally allowed : but the ardour with 
which they applied themfelves to the ftudy 
of literal writing, and the improvernent 
of their language, appears from hence, 
that it feems to have been brought nearly 
to perfection in the age of Homer ^ 
namely, within a fpacc not much exceed- ^% . 

ing a hundred-and-fixty years from the 
firft introduction of letters into Greece* 

That Homer (whofe name in Celtic is 
faid to mean the Bard or Man of Song) at 
leaft took the idea of his works from for- 
mer traditional poems, as more than.pro- 
blematical * ; and it is thought from fome 
internal proofs, that thefe w^ere likewife 

H 2 Celtic 



* Helene, the daughter of Mufaeus, wrote a Poem 
of the Trojan War ; and one Syagrus, mentioned 
by iElian as the next Poet after Orpheus and Mu- 
fxus, is fiiid to have exercited his Mufe upon the 
fame fubje£l« 
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Celtic. But in whatever language thefe 

memorial poems were compofed, which 

Homer ftyles the language of the Gods, 

and which we conceive to have been mors 
fuitkble to the fimpliqity of manners in 

the Iliad and the Odyffey, than the arti- 
ficial language of the Grecian bard (fet- 
tered as it is, moreover, with the chains 
of a returning meafure) ; it ftiould feem 
that alphabetic writing Was unknown at 
the time of the Trojan war, forafmuch 
as no certain traces of it are to be met 
with either in the Iliad or Odyfley *. 

Now 

* The only paflage where alphabetic writing may 
be thought to have been intended, is in the ftory %( 
Bellerophon^ who is defcribed as carrying a fealed 
tablet ta Jobates containing an order for his own 
death. But it does not follow from the expreflion of 
the Poet ufed upon this occafion, that letters, pro- 
perly fo called, were written in it 5 fince the term 
enfjictTet is at lead as applicable to fome private marks or 
tokens, or to any kind of fymbolic charaders, as 
letters; and Ciceroy}/;7z; to have ufed the fynonimous 
word tnifxitop for what we now call Cypher^ in the 
32d Epiftle of the xiiith Book to Atticus : Et quod 

ad 
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Now the conclufion of the expedition 
againft Troy, according to the bell con- 
jedlures of chronologers (for nothing cer- 
tain can be had), was about 300 years 
before the age of Homer ; but it was not 
till the fixteenth year of the reign of 
David, that is, about 135 ytzrs after the 
deftrudlion of Troy (accx)rding to Le 
Clerc, who follows Petavius), that Cad- 
mus, at the head of a colony of Phoeni- 
cians who fled from the vidtorious arms. 

H 3 of 

4^ te de .ihcem legatts fcripjiy parum intiUexSi^ artdo^ quia 
hoL <nifA»a;y fcfipferMm. But fuppofing alphahit'u Uttirs 
to have been lAtended by the 0-^ra >Jlry^ of Horner^ 
the ftory might be nothing more than a poetic fable,' 
(he incidents of which were taken from the real hif« 
tories of Jofeph and Uriah, the gallantry of David^ 
his marriage with Michal, his btnifliment, &c. con- 
fufed accounts of which might have been brought into 
Greece by the Phcenicians with the Hebrew letters. 
And what may incline us rather to fufpeA this fable of 
Bellerophon was compofed from fome particulars of 
- Jewifh hiftory, is his conqueft of the Solymi, a peo«v 
pie who never exifl^d but in imagination, unlefs we 
fuppofe them the inhabitants of Jerufalem. See 
Mr. Pope's Note, Iliad, b. vi. 
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But whatever progrefs had been made 
by the Greeks in polifliing their language 

H 4 in 

together in Delos^ and Herodotus in Euterpe tell{p 
ys, that they lived only 400 years before his time : 
now Herodotus flouriihed about 456 years before the 
Chriftian aera, which brings the age of Homer to 
about 856 years before Chrift. But we have a more 
authentic proof of the age of Hefiod from his Second 
Book of Works and Days, in which he directs thf 
pruning of their vines in Bototia to be begun upo^ 
the rifing of Ar£lurus at fun-fet, fixty days after thf 
winter folftice ; and again, all the grapes to be ga* 
thered, and their fecond vintage ended, when tli^ 
fame ftar ro(e at day-break : from which account of 
the heliacal rifmgof this ftar it follows, that Homer 
and Hefiod flourifhed about 100 years after the death 
of Solomon, that is, 875 years before the Chriftiaa 
aera ; 164 years after the introdudion of letters intp 
Greece by Cadmus ; and about 309 years from the 
conchiiion of the war againft Troy, as that fivent 
is fettled by Petavius, who places it in the time of 
the government of Jair, the Galeadite, over IfraeK 

The reafon of Sir Ifaac Newton's fixing the aeri 
of the deftruftion of Troy afler the age of Cadmus, 
was a full perfuafion, that the expedition of the 

Argo. 
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in the days of Homer, the cultivation of 
the polite arts in after-times, and efpeci- 

ally 

Argonauts was not undertaken till upwards of 49 
years after the death of Solomon ; whereas it was 
certain, that many of the fons of the Argonauts 
ivere captains at the fiege of Troy. 

But the authority upon which Sir Ifaac Newton 
chiefly grounds his opinion of the aera of the Argo* 
nautic expedition, hath been (hewn by many writers 
to be unfatisfadtory, not only from the uncertainty of 
the author he hath quoted to eftablifh his firji frin* 
pple^ but from the well-kpown ignorance of the 
Grecian aftronomers even in ^r^r- times, whofe Ikill 
Virent little fart|ier than to fix the heliacal rifing orfet- 
ting of a few ftars, to ferve the purpofes of agricul- 
ture. Befides this, it is not at all clear fromHefiod*s 
account of the four ages of the world, denoitiinated 
from the value of different metals, and his concern 
for being born in that of iron, as he defcribes them 
from the 109th line to the iSoth of thefirfl book, 
that this Poet lived only one * age of about 30 or 49 
years after the Trojan war. This interpretation, 
yrith all due fubmif&on to fo great an authority, 
fcems ftrangely forced, and by no means to be argued 
jfrom as an indifpu table fadl. 

• Kcw(6n*« Chreu. p, 31, 
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ally their ftrong attachment to the ftudy 
of Philofophy, which applied the art of 

writing 

The following Table hath the appearance of coming 
nearer the Chronological Truth, which yet, perhaps, 
the more judicious reader may difcern fuf&cient rea- 
fons to rejeft. 



h^f. Cbr. 

Argonautic Expedition, 12 14 Petav. 

Conclqiion of the Trojan war, 11 84 Peiav. 
David fucceeds Saul, — 1055 P^^-*'^' 
Phoenicians carry letters into 1 i Newton* s Chron* 

Greece under Cadmus, i ' ^^l p. 106. 
Solomon afcends the throne, 10 15 Petav. 

Solomon dies, 975 Petav. 

Homer and Hefiod flourifh, 875 Newt.Chr.p.q^, 

We may obferve from Hefiod's account of finifli- 
inj the vintage when Arfturus rofe at day-break, 
which (hews the grapes in Greece to have been ripe 
while the fun was paf&ng through the conflellation 
called Erigone, that this imaginary daughter of lea- 
rius was nothing more than a Hebrew term for the 
bufmefs of the feafon, from :nrr, to cut off, and i:ir, 
the grapes ; /. e, Erigoneb, only leaving out the 
letter bj to give the name a Grecian termination. 
The myftery of Bacchus under the canifter of grapes 
needs no clearer explanation, and was undoubtedly a 
fable of the later Greeks, whether the more Eaflern 
people gave this name to the conflellation Virgo 
or not. 
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writing more particularly to the improve* 
ment of the underflanding» ftill enriched, 
itmore, and opened all the treafures of 
the Sciences. The victories they obtained 
over the reft of mankind in this refped: 
kept pace with all their other conquefts, 
and prepared the way for true Religion by 
holding up the light of Reafon, and dart- 
ing through that cloud of Ignorance 
which long had overfpread the Eaftern 
regions. The Grecian language gained 
the univerfal admiration of the learned ; 
it fubdued their haughty conquerors at 
laft, 

vtes 



Intulit agrefti Latio.< 



From hence, as from another center^ 

the rays of Science fhot into the Weftcrn 

World ; and the barbarous nations who 

penetrated into Italy towards the clofe of 

the Roman empire, carried arts and learn^ 

ing back into the North *, 

Thug 

* The Runic Alphabet it thought by fome to 
have been original, frond the order and paucity of its 

letters i 
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Thus the dittoes and the vkes of men, 
their prbi^rit^ and adverfity, alike con* 
tribatcd to brrng^ about the purpofes of 
God ; and he feems in a peculiar manner 

to 

Iftters ; but the forms of the following charadlers : 
Fr ?f. R» h hf "ty ^t ^r that is Fei^ Oys^ 
RiSury Jisy Soly Tyvy Biarkariy and Lagur^ feem 
to evrnce this to be a miftake. The firft of thefc 
is a rude imitation of the Roman F, with the fame 
vocal power j the. fecond is an inverted Digamma, 
(as it was prbpofed by the emperor Claudius) with 
the power of the Roman V, that is, of ^« or W ; 
the third is evidently the Roman R, with the fame 
vocal power 5 as Jls precifely is the Roman 1 ; 5rf 
is a refemblance of the Sigean Sigma, with the fame 
power i Tyr is certainly an imitation of the Grecian 
iauy or Roman T, which was borrowed from the 
Samaritan form of this letter. Biarkau is evidently 
hetoy or the Roman B ;• and Lagur appears to have 
been takeq from the Grecian lamda^ as we fometimes 
fee it, which was borrowed likevi^ife from the Sama* 
ritan <. If thefe letters were not introduced into 
the North by fome of thofe who invaded the Roman 
Empire ; however uncertain we are with refpedl to 
the time of their introduftion there ; we may reafon- 
ably conclude, that they were carried by that favage 
people from the borders of Afia, in an earlier age ; 
but thefe refemblances fufficiently evidence that they 
were copies. 



I 
I 
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to have raifed up this extraordinary peo- 
ple, to have infpired ^hem with a love of 
Freedom; and maintained their independ- 
ance for a time, in order to form a lan- 
guage fit for the conveyance of Divine 

Truths *, which continues by its fweet- 
nefs to allure men to the ftudy of it, and, 

as it is np longer in danger of bting r^r- 

ruffed 

* The Grecian common- wealths, faith the learned 
author of Hermes, whilft they maintained their 
liberty, were the moft heroic confederacy that ever 
cxifted ; they were the politeft, the braveft, and the 
wifeft of men. In the fliort fpace of littU more 
than a cefttury they became fuch ftatefmen, warriors, 
orators, hiftorians, poets, critics, painters, fculp-> 
tors, archite&s, and, laft of all, philofophers, that 
one can hardly help coniidering that golden period a« 
a providential event, in honour of human nature, 
to fhew to v/hat perfedion the fpecies might afcend. 
%Now the language of the Greeks was truly like 
themfelves -, it was conformable to their tranfcendent 
genius : where matter fo abounded, words followed 
of courfe, and thofe exquifite in every kind as the 
ideas for which they ftood : and hence it follows, 
there was not a fubjedl to be founds which could not 
with propriety be expreffed in Greek.— Hcxmes, 
p. 416. 
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ruptedm itfelf -f-, will prefcrve tbem like- 
wife uncorrupted to the confummation 
of all things. 

In this view we may confider the dif- 

covery of alphabetic writing, not only as 

intended to fweeten life by an enlargement 

of its focial pleafures; to foften the rigours 

of abfence, and connect the inhabitants 

of diilant countries ; or» what is ftill a 

nobler idea, to defeat the malice of Time 
by uniting the wifdom and difcoveries of 

which 

t The wifdom of Divine Providence is not left 
'Confpicuous in that wretched fiate of fubjedlion 10 
which the Greeks are now reduced, than in their 
former exaltation ; fince by this event the language 
of tKeir anceftors, after continuing a Jimg language, 
with little variation, near two thoufand years (a 
circumftance not farfhort of miraculous), is now fo 
abfolutely dead, that the vulgar dialedl of moderi\ 
Greece is faid to be as diflant. fron> it as the Riiilian. 
It was thus the Hebrew ccafed to be a living language 
about four hundred years before our Saviour, when 
God thought proper to clofe the facred canon of the 
Old Teftament, ahd to fcal up the Vifion and Pro- 
phecy with the preaching of Malachi. 
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diftant ages, and giving us a familiar 
converfe with the dead ; but principally 
to carry on the grand fchemc of Provi- 
dence in condudling the whole race of 
linful man from the dailcnefs of Error 
into the light of TrulTi, and to bring him 
into a union with God. 




( «« ; 



I 



F ^0t mtj ht turned fsogtufi at the fubjefl of the 
iptioii in this TbM Plate from the &gam th«t 
riiddjr ilcttdhed upon the fame TaUe, wtthoitt the 
imfwtttioa ^of giving an uiiwainataUe mdulgence to 
Itt<|giiKitkm» 4iiere4s reafon to fuppofe it one of die 
fecfcd Hjftios of His, idio was w^fhipped as the 
lAiftic motberof the unifeife. To her bounty in 
the dinsftioA of the ieafdnt llle Egyptians thought 
tfie earth infcbted ibr its ftrtiKtyy and Man, with 
all the animals upon its furfiice^ and the fowls of 
heaven^ to be nourifhed and fupported. Thus much 
might be pointed out by^ the thru fymhUc figures ; that 
equality which is obferved in the fength of the ap- 
parent /i/^tf/ lines here divided into columns (which 
would have been unneceflary in profe)i feems to im- 
ply fome kind of a poetic meafure ; and we know 
that the Egyptian Priefts pretended to have preferved 
many coropofitioni of this fort, which the Goddefs 
had delivered for the ritual of her own worlhip. 
Thefe were called, Thi Songs or Poems of Ifis ; and 
this may probably be the only one of them remain- 
ing : but we almoft defpair of feeing this fpecimen 
of the poetic genius of ^gypt (if it befuch^ever 
explained, fince it is moft likely written with a mix- 
ture of. the hierogrammatic charadlers ; which being 

invented 



/ 



invented to concealy were farther removed from cont- 
mon apprehenfion, than their ordinary metaphorical 
hieroglyphics, and, perhaps, are only arbitrary marks 
to denote thtjymbols even offymbols. The Figures were 
a lefibn to the vulgar ; they could in fome degree read 
and underhand -, whilft the other part of the infcrip« 
tion vtras intelligible to the Priefts alone; a mttno- 
rial of fome particular fervice in the worihip of their 
imaginary Deity. Other ideas of the religious 
Faith of the Egyptians, than thofe abovenientioned» 
were probably intended by the common hieroglyphic 
figures, with the feafon when thefe rites were to be 
celebrated ; and it may be fuppofed that an enlarge* 
ment upon fuch ideas thus hinted in general, had no 
inconfiderable (hare in the folemnitics of the bene* 
voleot Goddefs. 
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IT hath been objeded to the Diviac 
Infpiration cf Alphabetic Writing at 
the delivery of the Law, that Mofes 
himfelf appeals to an antient book of 
the Wars of the Lord*. What this 
book was, hath been matter of debate 
amongft the commentators ; but fince 
we know no wars to which this title 
could fo juftly be attributed, as thofc in 
which the Ifraelites were engaged to 
expel the ufurpers of the rights of other8> 
and extirpate the enemies of his reli-^ 

* ]Numb. XX), 14, 
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gion ^ ; and have, moreover, the autho-* 
rity of Sicfed Scriptures, that the waf 
with the Amalekites in particular, was 
exprefsly called the war of God againji 
Amalek ; we might juftly doubt of its pri- 
ority to the jsigc .of Mofes, were there no 
ftronger reafons to be broiight againft it. 
But the following circumftances feem to 
evince it to have been no other than a 
general account of the Ifraelitifh expe- 
ditions againft the inhabitants of Cana^n^ 
which was begun by Mofes, and com- 
pleated afterwards by Jofhua, in - the 
book that bears his name at prefent. 

Firft, becaufe the book of the Wars of 
the Lord is not mentioned by Mofes as 

t&en 

^ * The grcateft part of the inhabitants of Paleftine, 
at the time of the Ifraelite invafion, were not de- 
fcended from its .firft pofleflbrs, but a favagc race of 
Tyrants, who had driven out or extirpated the ori- 
ginal owners, in oppofition to an appointment of 
Qodj-and havitfg thus far a^ed as the rniniiters of 
his vengeance, and filled up the meafure of their 
own iniquities, were jufily doomed to fufFer what 
they had inflidled upon others. 
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then aftually written, but as onedefigned 
to be compiled hereafter*, forafinuch as 
the word TQ^^ *, which we tranflate in 
the paji time, ^^ it is /aid in the ^book of 
** the Wars of the Lord," &c. ought to 
have been rendered in the future time^ 
" itjhall befaidr 



And Secondly, becaufc the adlions to 
be recorded in this book were, the mira- 
culous paflage through the Red Sea (in 
which Jehovah was particularly ftyled 
the Champion of the Ifraelites), and the 
paflage of Afnon ; but the record of 
thefe adlions could not have preceded the 
aftions theirfelves. 



\ ^ 



A fimilar objeftion is taken from the 
thirteenth verfe of the tenth chapter of 
the book of Jofliua, in which there is an 
appeal to the Book of Jafher, And here, 
to pafs by what is evident, that the adlion 
likewife faid to be recorded in this book, 
was the relief of the Gibeonites fome 

1 2 time 

♦ Numb. xxi. 15. 
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time after the death of Mofes ; it is fufe- 
mitted to the learned in the Hebrew 
language, whether niy^n nSD may not 
fignify any true, authentic memorial 
whatever, and may therefore very reafon- 
ably be underftood of the ori^nal copy 
of the book of Jofhua; or of the Sacred 
Scriptures in generaL This opinion is 
fupported by the Septuagint Tranflation, 
in the eighteenth verfe of the firft chap- 
ter of the fccond book of Samuel, where 
Sw^n is rendered by the adjedtive luOoo?, 
W\ Tbf p^pA*; tS %MZq^ in the uncorrupted 
"Record \ and the Chaldee * Paraphrafl 
cxpreisly calls the book of Jafher, T!hi 
book of the Lanv. 

It may yet perhaps be urgedy that the 
conclufion of the thirteenth verfe of the 

tenth 

« 

* Jofhua, X. 13, 

N. B> The book of Jalher is not mentioned in the 
Septuagint tranflation of the tenth chapter of the 
book of Jofhua, though the pafTage occurs in all 
the other verfions of iL 
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tenth chapter of Joshua, iS^ the fun Jl^^d 
fiUl in the mi^ of beavaiy &c. appears 
to be a quotation from die book of 
Jafher. The conftruftion of the period^ 
however, doth not neceffarily require 
theic words to be taken as fuch ; but 
granting them to have been a quotation^ 
we might very fairly underftand the book 
of Jafher, which the Syriac verfion in 
this place ftyles the book of Canticles^, 
to have been a coUeftion of memorial 
odes, continued from their firft fong of 
triumph over the ^Egyptians, in a re- 

I 3 . gular 

* In the paraHel paffiige of the fecond book of 
Samuel, chap. i. ver. i8th, the Syriac verfion is 
hexepirajhir^ which is literally, in the book •/ fing. It 
feems therefore highly probable that the author of it 
read tb^h ; in both thefe places of the Hebrew copy, 
inftead of "wrij and this may poflibly hereafter appear 
to be the reading of the bcft MSS.— The repetition 
of memorial fongs, which were written in a noble 
ftrain of piety, tended greatly to eftablifli the mora- 
lity, as well as faith of the Ifraelites ; and moft 
likely made a part of their public fervice, as well at 
of their domefiic education and amufement. 
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gular fucceffion, to the death of Joftiua ^ 
and moft probably to that of David ; 
and that this line of a memorial 
ode upon their vidlory over the Amo- 
rites at Gibeon, was added by the 
tranfcriber of the facred writings, with 
his remark from whence it was taken. 
Jofephus, in his acpount of this 
vidlory :j:^ when he mentions the 
fun's {landing ftill, appeals for the 
truth of his relation to certain records 
that were preferved in the Temple : 

But if by the writings faid to have 
been thqs preferved in the Temple, he 
did not mean the facred books their- 
felves (and his veracity could be de- 
pended on), it is not improbable, that 
he refers to a colle<Sion of f\ich hif- 
torical fongs, as we prefume the book 
pf Jafher to have confifted of. The ode 

of 

X Antiq, lib, y. c, 2^ 



•»■» 
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of lamentation over Saul and Jonathan, 
which was called The Bow, is faid to 
have been written in the book of Jafher, 
and appointed for the ufe of the children 
of Judah X ; and there is fome reafon to 
believe, that part of our colledlion of the 
Pfalms might be copied from this very 
book. 

The Reader will determine for him- 
felf ; but upon any of the fuppofitibns 
above given, the mention of The book of 
the war Si of the Lord, and The book of 
Jafher, is no fufficient objedlion to the 
conjecture, that Alphabetic Writing was 
unknown in the world, till it pleafed 
God to infpire the idea, at the coming- 
out of iEgypt, to put a flop to the in- 
creafe of that fpecies of idolatry, which 
arofe from an abufe of their fymbolic 
characters. 

1 4 One 

X II Sam. chap. i. vcrfe 18. 
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One obfervation more may be nMei, 
which fhould have been infcrted in ano- 
ther place, had it occurred fooner. It 
hath been aflumed *, upon the authority 
of Dionyfius the Grammarian, that the 
juft number of elemental founds was 
not to be afcertained, even fo long after 
the invention of Letters as the Auguf- 
tan age ; from whence the almoft abfo- 
lute impoflibility of the difcovery of 
Alphabetic Writing, by the unaffifted 
powers of human wit, is argued a pri- 
ori: but it ought to have been men- 
tioned, that fince we know the Hebrew. 
language was compleat before the time 
of Mo/es, (in fo far as accidental vari- 
ations or infle<3:ions were concerned;) fo, 
many of the elemental founds might often 
have occurred to the obfervation of a 
genius fo tranfcendent as his. Thofe 
elements I mean^ are what we call the 
fervile letters, as oppofed to radical ; 

all 



* "Page 12, 
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till which are to he met v/ith, J»gfy^ 
added to original terms. Thus to TDQ (ho 
delivered^) y the elemental found of M 
was prefixed, to denote the firft pcrfoa 
future in its pafiivc fiignification, / JbaU 
he delivered', 3 prefixed to an original 
word, was the prepofition m, withy by^ 
&c. and in like manner he might fepa- 
rate the powers of n, \ % 3, V, 0> J, 
^y and n> from the radical words, to 
which they are oeeafionally joined, in 
the conftruftion of this language ; and 
if Alphabetic Writing was the effort of 
the Prophet's own mind, his obferva- 
tion of the Separate powers of thefe 
additional founds, was, in all likelihood, 
the firft ftep upon which he raifed 
himfelf to difcover the other elemental 
powers for the framing of an Alphabet. 

A critical acq^uaintance with the ori- 
ental languages in general, is requifite 

to determine whether thefe diftindions 

of the fervile letters, are peculiarly ob- 

fervable 



122 POSTSCRIPT, 

fervablc in the Hebrew language above 
others ; and how far the fimplicity of 
fuch diftiniftions tend to fhow the pro-^ 
bability of its being the Primaeval Lan- 
guage of mankind, is a fubjedt not uut 
worthy an enquiry. 

The Editor fufpe<fts that this remark 
may afterwards be brought to favour 
the opinipn of an earlier Origin of Let- 
ters than hath been fuppofed. Nothing 
is affirmed iwith certainty. It would be 
a pleafure to him to receive any new 
lights upon the fubjedt, which thofe of 
tetter Learning may think proper to af-j 
ford I and to acknowledge his miftakes,, 
ihould this little Eflay merit their ^t-^ 
tention. 



THE END, 



t 1^3 ) 



Tbe Comerfatien between ^een Elizabeth and 
Dr. Symfon, Dean of her Majeftys Chapel^ 

' on the Suhje5t of Pifturcs of /j&^ Supreme 
Being, Saints, Angels, &c. being allowed 
in Churches or Chapels. — Referred to in 
Page 59 of this Work. 



T< 



H £ Dean, having gotten from a foreigner fe-* 
veral fine Cuts and Pidtures, reprefenting the ftories 
and paffions of the Saints arid Martyrs, had placed 
them againft the epiftles and gofpels of their fefiivals 
in a Common-Prayer Book. And this book he had 
caufed to be richly bound, and laid on the cuihiori 
for the Queen's ufe, in the place where (he common- 
ly fat ; intending it for a new-year's gift to her Ma - 
jefty, and thinking to have pleafed her fancy there- 
with. But it had not that efFedi:, but the contrary. 
For (he confidered how this varied from her late open 
injun6^ions and proclamations againft the fuperftiti« 
Qus ufe of Images in Churches, and for the taking 

away 



nway all fuch Rcliqucs of Popery. When fhe cam© 
to her place fhe opened the book, and perufed it, and 
faw the PTftuircs; but frowned and blirfhed: and 
then {hut it, (of which feveral took notice) and 
calling the verger, bad him bring her the old book, 
ndicreiJi (be was formerly wont to read. After fer- 
OKHif wh^ms the wa$ wont to get immediately on 
]UnrM»ftck, tr into her chariot, flie went ftrait to 
the veftry,' aai applying herfelf to the Dean, ^us 
Hie fpoke to him : 

j^ Mr. Dean, How came it to pafs that a new 
Service-Book was placed on my cuihion ? 

To which the Dean anfwered. 

D. May it pleaic your Majefty, I Cfufed it to be 
placed there. 

Then faid the Queen. 

^ Wherefore did you fo ? 

1>. To prcCent your Majefly with a new-year'^ 
gift. 

J^. You could never prefent me with a worfe., 

D, Why fo, madam ? 

^. You know I have an averfion to Idolatry ; to 
Images and Pictures of this kind. 

D. Wherein is the idolatry, may it pleafe your 
Majefty,? 

^ In 



nway all Aich Reliques of Popery. When {he came 
to her place fhe opened the book, and perufed it, and 
faw the PIAures; but frcywned and blufted: and 
then (hut it, (of which feveral took notice) and 
calling the verger, bad him bring her the old boolc, 
wherein (be was formerly wont to read. Aftttr fin^ 
XDoap whi^ieas fbc wu wont to get immediafectj on 
liorMMck, 0X into her chariot, flie went ftr^ to 
the veftry,' and applying herfelf to the Dean, ^us 
Ihe fpoke to him : 

j^ Mr. Dean, How came it to pafs that a new 
Service-Book was placed on my cuihion ? 

To which the Dean anfwered. 

D. May it pleaic your Majefty, I Cfufad it to JX^ 
placed there. 

Then faid the Queen. 

^ Wherefore did you fo ? 

i>. To preCent your Majefly with a ncw-year'^ 
gift. 

J^. You could never prefent me with a worfe.^ 

D. Why fo, madam ? 

^. You know I have an averfion to Idolatry ; ta 
Images and Pictures of this kind. 

D. Wherein is the idolatry, may it pleafe your 
Majefty,? 

la 



Jl^. Ih iht Cixti itftmblfaig Angeb and Saints ^ 
nay grofTer abfurditics^ Pidures refembling the BleA 
fed Trinity. 

D. I meant ho harm : nor did I think it would 
bffend y6\it M^jefty, wheh I intended it for a new- 
yc'ar*s gift. 

j^. You miift needs be ignorant then. Have you 
forgot our proclamation againft Images, Pidlurbs and 
Romifli Reliques in the churches 7 Was it not read 
in your deanry ? 

D. It was read. Bilt be your Majefty afTured, J, 
^ant no barm. When I caufed the cuts to He bound 
#ith th^ Servlcc-botok. 

9. Vou muft needs be very ignorant to do this 
after our prohibition of them. 

2). It being my ignorance, your Majefty may the 
liettcr pardon me. 

^ I am forry for it ; yet glad to hear it was your 
ignorance, rather than your opinion. 

Z>. Be your Majefty aflured, it was my ignorance. 

^ If fo, Mr. Dean, God grant you his fpirit, 
and more wifdom for the future. 

D, Amen, I pray God. 

^. I pray, Mr. Dean, how came you by thefc 
Pictures ? Who engraved them ? 

D.l 
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D. I know not who engraved them. I bought 
them: 

^ From whom bought you them ? 

2>. From a German. 

^ It is well it was from a ftranger. Had it been 
any of our fubjefts, we (hould have queftioned the 
matter. Pray let no more of thefe miftakes, or of 
this kind, be committed within the churches of our 
realm for the future. 

D. There Ihall not. 

This matter occafioned all the clergy in and about 
London, and the church-wardens of each pariflif tp 
fearch their churches and chapels i and cauied them 
to wa(h out of the walls all paintings that feemed 
to be Romilh and idolatrous; and in lieu thereof 
fiutable texts taken out of the Holy Scriptures to be 
written. 



HYMN TO ISIS. 

l^jE'T our fong he of the benevolent Ifis, 

JVho giveth fodder to the cattle^ 

And nourifheth the fowls of heaven: 

By her command the North-wind blowetb^ 

The clouds pour down rain 

Upon the mountains of jEthiopiaj 

They fcatter plenty thro^ the land of jEgypt. 

What time the hawkflieth toward the Souths 
Her vejfelfhall be filled^ it fi>all overflow^ 
The Banana and the Lotus Jhall bloffom. 

Let our fong be of the benevolent Ifis ! 
The earth is full of her goodnefs^ 
And all the elements rejoice. 
She condefcended to abide with men \ 
She filleth our fouls with wifdom ; 
Though connected with a mortal body^ 
They floall be exalted in her prefence^ 
If their contemplations rife above the World. 

Let our fong be of the benevolent Ifis ! 
Her bounty covers the earthy 
Her goodnefs is in the clouds. 



